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The  Day  the  PressesStood  Still 

SGA  paralyzes,  then  frees  student  newspaper 
in  free  press  struggle 


By  Kelly  Breen 

The  Student  Government  Association 
voted  unanimously  on  Tuesday  March  2,  to  lift 
an  SGA  ban  on  publication  of  the  new  Fitch- 
burg  State  College  Strobe  and  authorized  the 
newspaper  to  decide  its  own  title  without  prior 
approval  by  the  SGA.  The  SGA  vote  was  a 
unanimous  33-0  mandate  influenced  by  SGA 
legal  council  and  endorsed  by  SGA  president 
Matthew  Kenslea. 

The  Rene  Press  haulted  publication  of  the 
first  issue  Of  The  Fitchburg  State  College  Strobe 
on  Feb.  10,  in  compliance  with  orders  by  SGA 
treasurer  Sandra  Bedard.  The  Editor-in-Chief 
Catherine  North,  said  that  Bedard  did  not  in- 
form or  include  her  in  the  decision  to  stop  the' 
presses. 

North  said  that  it  was  in  this  letter  she 
received  at  12:30  p.m.  that  day  from  Bedard. 
that  she  first  discovered  that  The  FSC  Strobe 
would  not  be  printed: 

"This  letter  is  to  inform  you  that  the 
Finance  Committee  has  found  you  in  violation 
of  Article  VIII  of  your  constitution 

"This  article  requires  that  you  secure  SGA 
approval  of  any  amendments  to  your  constitu- 
tion. The  name  change  that  you  have  initiated 
is  in  fact  an  amendment  and  has  not  received 
SGA  approval 

"Until  you  secure  SGA  approval  for  the 
name  change,  all  future  vouchers  will  be  held 
and  no  further  publications  will  be  allowed  to 
circulate  with  any  name  other  than.   "THE 
RHETORIC". 

The  advisor  to  the  college  student  news- 
paper, Mr.  Peter  Owens,  sent  a  letter  to  Bedard 
and  the  other  SGA  members  that  same  day, 
urging  them  to  reconsider  their  action.  In  it 
Owens  stated  his  most  serious  concern.  "Be- 
cause the  SGA  has  not  paid  its  bills  to  the 
printer  and  several  other  newspaper  accounts, 
the  newspaper  is  powerless  to  persuade  the 
printer  to  print  the  paper,  in  any  case.  The 
SGA  call  to  the  printer  threatening  to  withhold 
payment  has,  thus,  paralyzed  the  newspaper  at 
the  very  moment  it  was  going  to  press." 

Owens  added  that  this  informatiorr  should 


be  noted  for  the  record:  "1 .  That  Rhetoric  staff 
members  contacted  SGA  members  several 
times  last  semester  to  discuss  the  name  change 
Every  effort  was  made  to  prepare  for  a  smooth 
transition  and  to  work  with  SGA  as  cooper 
atively  as  possible.  My  advice  to  the  editors 
was  to  seek  direction  and  settle  any  and  all 
problems  that  might  affect  the  billing  and  other 
organizational  problems  a  name  change  might 
provoke.  I  was  satisfied  that  the  editors  made 
the  necessary  contacts  and  a  name  change 
could  be  carried  out  with  a  simple  notice  to 
SGA.  "2.  The  paper's  constitution  tates  in 
Article  1  that  the  name  of  the  organization  be 
known  as  the  Rhetoric.  The  title  of  the  publi- 
cation is  not  the  organization  and  ought  not, 
in  the  future,  be  tied  to  the  title.  It  might  be 
useful  to  think  of  the  organization  as  the  pub- 
lisher which  I  would  suggest  you  call  The  Fitch- 
burg State  College  Newspaper.  There  would  be 
no  need  to  make  any  changes  in  the  publisher 
nor  would  title  changes  change  the  publisher 
or  its  name. 

"3.  The  title  of  a  newpaper  is  part  of  the 
editorial  content  of  the  newspaper  and  is  sim- 
ilar to  the  title  of  a  book,  a  novel,  a  short 
story,  or  article.  It  is  subject  to  the  protections 
of  the  First  Amendment  and  is  as  subject  to 
change  by  the  editors  and  staff  of  the  paper 
as  is  any  headline  or  any  story. 

"4.  While  the  SGA  does  have  funding 
power  over  the  paper,  much  case  law  has 
spoken  to  the  issue  of  prior  restraint  in  student 
publications.  Funding  may  not  be  used  as  a 
form  of  leverage  to  alter  or  try  to  influence 
editorial  content.  The  college  newspaper,  even 
though  an  entity  of  the  college,  is  nonetheless 
overned  by  the  First  Amendment,  and  it  is 
&lso  subject  to  laws  of  libel  which  protect 
members  of  the  college  and  wider  community 
from  any  abuses  of  the  First  Amendment  that 
may  arise  from  newspaper  stories.  It  is  my 
view  that  the  SGA  is  exercising  prior  restraint 
in  holding  up  the  publication  and  that  this  is  a 
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SGA  Amends 
Constitution 

Strobe  title  ban  lifted,  student 
press  rights  affirmed 


On  February  10,  the  Rene  Press  haulted  the  printing  of  The  Strobe  in  compliance 
with  the  controversial  orders  of  SGA  Treasurer  Sandy  Bedard. 


By  Tracy  Marion 

On  March  2,  1982  at  the  SGA  meeting  the 
newspaper's  amendment  proposal  was  read 
from  the  agenda.  Seventeen  minutes  of  dis- 
cussion led  to  unanimous  approval  of  SGA 
members.  The  title  change  of  "The  Strobe" 
is  now  acceptable.  The  amendment  separates 
name  from  organization,  so  that  the  title  will 
now  be  recognized  as  editorial  content  and 
the  staff  as  the  organization. 

According  to  SGA  legal  counsel  in  a  letter 
to  SGA,  a  case  could  be  argued  for  either  side 
of  the  dispute.  However,  he  suggested  the  SGA 
not  push  the  matter  to  refernedum  and  sug- 
gested that  negative  action  by  the  SGA  could 
be  construed  as  governmental  interference 
with  the  press.  On  the  strength  of  this  advice, 
SGA  President  Matt  Kenslea  recommended 


approval  of  the  amendment  leaving  the  question 
of  title  to  the  newspaper  staff  and  affirming  1st 
Amendment  protection  to  students  working  as 
members  of  the  Fitchburg  State  College  Student 
Newspaper  Organization. 

The  last  case  ot  me  press  being  stopped 
at  Fitchburg  State  College  was  :n  1969.  This 
was  written  about  in  an  issue  of  that  year's 
student  newspaper,  "The  Cycle",  in  an  article 
entitled  'Clamps  of  Censorship'.  In  this  case  it 
was  not  SGA  who  held  up  the  press,  nor  was  it 
over  a  title  change.  The  article  revealed  that 
the  college  president,  James  Hammond, 
stopped  the  printing  of  a  1969  issue  of  "The 
Cycle"  because  he  did  not  like  an  article  on 
Black  Panthers  Leader,  Eldridge  Cleaver  that 
was  to  appear  in  it.  He  refused  to  sign  the 
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The  SGA  vote  which  authorized  the  newspaper  to  decide  its  own  title  without  prior 
approval  by  the  SGA,  was  influenced  by  SGA  legal  council  and  endorsed  by  SGA 
president  Matthew  Kenslea.  From  left  to  right:  SGA  treasurer  Sandra  Bedard, 
president  Matthew  Kenslea,  vice  president  Barbara  O'Brien.      Photograph  by  John  Hall 


Presses  Still 
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tar  more  serious  problem  than  the  apparent 
misunderstandings  that  evolved  over  the  name 
change." 

Kenslea  stated  in  an  interview  on  Feb. 
28,  "I  regretted  my  lack  of  information  in  my 
discussions  with  the  newspaper  staff  and  in 
particular  with  its  adviser  Mr.  Owens.  I  re- 
gretted the  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  First 
Amendment  that  I  had  because  I  felt  inadequ- 
ate when  he  referred  to  the  First  Amendment 
so  freely.  Kenslea  added  that  he  wanted  to 
learn  more  about  it. 

Although  he  was  unaware  of  Bedard's 
decision  to  hold  up  the  publication,  Kenslea 
said  that  he  felt  she  had  the  authority  to  do 
that.  He  explained,  "That  was  an  autonomous 
decision  totally  within  her  power  to  do  that. 
The  Finance  Committee  and  she  can  make  that 
decision  because  it's  a  financial  matter  and 
she's  got  the  power  there." 


0 


"I  regretted  my  lack  of  infor- 
mation in  my  discussions  with 
the  newspaper  staff  and  in  par- 
ticular with  its  adviser  Mr. 
Owens." 


The  Wednesday  the  presses  were  halted 
Kenslea  attended  an  emergency  editorial 
meeting  to  discuss  a  compromise  that  would 
allow  the  first  issue  of  The  FSC  Strobe  to  be 
published.  Kenslea  stated,  "I  left  that  meeting 
under  the  assumption  that  the  words  'The 
Sirooe'  and  words  'Published  by  the  Rhetoric' 
would  appear  in  equal  size  on  the  masthead." 

When  asked  if  North  had  given  him  the 
impression  that  she  agreed  with  this  com- 
promise Kenslea  said,  "I  got  that  from  the 
whole  meeting.  There  was  a  general  concen- 
sus of  the  staff." 

Kenslea  added,  "When  I  asked  are  the 
words  going  to  be  the  same  size.  .  .  I  was  told 
yes,  that  that  was  indeed  how  it  would  appear." 
When  asked  to  recall  specifically  who  said 
yes  Kenslea  replied,  "It  was  a  general  nodding 
of  heads  at  the  people  I  was  looking  at." 

North  stated,  "My  understanding  was  that 
the  words  'Published  by  the  Rhetoric'  and  the 
words  'The  Strobe'  would  appear  in  the  mast- 
head. This  was  done  to  identify  the  organi- 
ation  as  stated  in  our  constitution." 

At  approximately  9  p.m.  that  night  Kenslea 
authorized  Mr.  William  Piper  of  the  Rene  Press 
to  print  The  FSC  Strobe.  Piper  said  that  it  was 
only  after  he  received  Kenslea's  guarantee  of 
payment  that  he  obtained  approval  to  start  the 

presses  from  the  owner,  Mr.  Alfred  DeBono. 

In  a  recent  interview  with  DeBono  and 
Piper,  they  stated  that  the  SGA  was  behind  in 


payment  of  two  issues  of  The  Rhetoric.  A  third 
issues  was  brought  in  and  DeBono  said  that  he 
would  not  release  it  until  the  adviser  guaranteed 
him  payment. 

DeBono  added,  "They've  done  a  lousy 
job  at  paying  bills.  I  feel  sorry  for  Cathy.  We 
had  an  agreement,  she  knew  what  to  do  and  I 
knew  what  to  do.  We  both  knew  what  to  expect 
from  each  other.  It  was  a  hassle  every  month 
trying  to  get  payment.  I  tried  getting  in  touch  ' 
with  Brian  Bowen  and  95%  of  the  time  he 
wasn't  in." 

Piper  commented  that  he  feels  insecure 
about  his  business  relationship  with  the  SGA 
and  the  newspaper  this  semester  as  well.  "I'm 
afraid  to  print!  I  don't  know  where  the  money 
is  going  to  come  from.  I  don't  know  who's  in 
charge  any  more.". 

Piper  said  that  he  specifically  took  Ken- 
slea's name  sothat  if  the  paper  was  not  paid 
for  he  would  know  who  to  blame.  He  also 
wrote  down  "Pbulished  by  the  Rhetoric",  which 
Kenslea  had  instructed  him  to  insert  in  the 
masthead  along  with  the  words  "The  Strobe". 

He  added  that  it  wasn't  until  Kenslea 
called  him  on  Feb.  12  the  day  that  the  paper 
was  published,  that  he  mentioned  that  he 
wanted  all  those  words  to  appear  in  the  same 
type  size.  Piper  said  that  If  Kenslea  had 
mentioned  this  on  that  night  he  would  have  told 
him,  "That  it  could  not  be  done." 

When  asked  if  SGA  members  were  upset 
with  his  decision  to  allow  the  paper  to  be  printed 
without  their  consent  Kenslea  replied,  "Ah, 
yeah." 


Kenslea  added  that  it  really  isn't  very 
clearly  defined  what  he  can  and  cannot  do  as 
president.  "There  doesn't  say  anywhere  in 
the  constitution  that  the  president  is  allowed  to 
take  action  of  the  nature  I  took.  The  Executive 
Board  is  allowed  to  take  action  of  the  nature  I 
took,  but  that  then  requires  approval  of  council. 

North  stated  that  she  and  the  newspaper 
staff  were  excited  that  the  first  issue  of  The 
FSC  Strobe  had  been  published.  She  added, 
"I  felt  elated  and  comforted  at  the  same  time 
when  I  saw  the  first  publication.  In  terms  of 
the  hours  the  newspaper  staff  spent  gathering 
news,  writing  the  stories,  preparing  the  copy, 
designing  layout  and  pasting  up  the  boards, 
camera  ready  for  the  printer,  I  was  glad  that 


"I'm  afraid  to  print!  I  don't 
know  where  the  money  is  going 
to  come  from.  I  don't  know 
who's  in  charge  anymore." 


all  those  hours  were  not  in  vain." 

When  asked  about  his  impression  of  the 
first  issue  of  The  FSC  Strobe  Kenslea  said 
that  he  saw  some  positive  and  negative  char- 
acteristics. He  added,  "The  content  seemed 
to  be  a  step  forward." 


Strobe  ban  lifted 
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check  for  the  printing  bill  unless  the  article 
was  taken  out. 

Members  of  the  United  States  Student 
Press  Association  gave  direction  to  the  news- 
paper in  writing  their  article  'Clamps  of  Cen- 
sorship', and  gave  guidance  as  to  the  proper 
action  to  take.  SGA  stood  behind  the  student 
newspaper  by  unanimously  approving  the 
adoption  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  on  Freedom  of 
the  USSPA,  which  states  in  part:  "The  free- 
dom of  the  student  press  must  not  be  abridged 
by  confiscation  of  issues  or  facilities,  sus- 
pension of  publication,  academic,  personal  or 
financial  sanctions,  arbitrary  removal  of  staff 
members,  or  threats  of  these  actions."  This, 
stated  simply,  means  that  for  no  reason  is  the 
printing  of  a  newspaper  to  be  stopped,  nor 
the  copy  censored. 

Article  I  of  the  newspaper's  constitution 
stated  that  the  student  newspaper  "shall  be 
known  as  the  Fitchburg  State  College  Rhetoric." 
This  is  in  fact  where  a  violation  of  the  paper's 
constitution  occurred.  Article  VIII  explains  the 
correct  procedure  involved  in  making  an  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution.  In  order  to  make  the 
name  change  valid,  the  newspaper  organi- 
zation had  to  write  up  and  submit  to  the  SGA 
an  amendment  to  change  Article  I,  by  following 
the  form  stated  in  Article  VIII. 

Rhetoric  members  were  unaware,  until 
after  the  name  change  was  made,  of  the  con- 
stitutional violation.  According  to  a  memo  ad- 
dressed to  Sandra  Bedard  from  Peter  Owens, 
Faculty  Adviser  to  "The  Rhetoric",  newspaper 
staff  members  made  every  effort  last  semester 
to  prepare  for  as  smooth  a  transition  as  pos- 


which  North  did  not  have. 

Neither  the  newspaper's  constitution  nor 
SGA's  constitution  states  that  minutes  rriust 
be  procured  in  order  to  be  put  on  an  SGA 
meeting  agenda.  The  college  student  news- 
paper does  not  appoint  officers,  its  meetings 
are  spontaneous  and  informal,  and  minutes  are 


"The  choice  of  words  in  Article 
I  had  made  the  organization 
and  the  title  one  and  the  same, 
and  had  led  to  violations  com- 
mitted by  both  the  student  news- 
paper organization  and  SGA." 

not  formally  taken.  On  these  grounds  editor-in- 
chief  North  at  first  refused  to  provide  these 
minutes.  After  seeking  advice  from  Peter  Owens 
and  Dean  William  Donohue,  and  after  thinking 
the  problem  out  herself,  decided  to  submit  the 
minutes  of  the  past  two  staff  meetings.  She  felt 
that  the  minutes  would  be  concrete  validation 
that  the  amendment  had  indeed  been  discussed 
and  voted  on  by  the  newspaper  staff. 

The  choice  of  words  in  Article  I  has  made 
the  organization  and  the  title  one  and  the  same, 
and  has  led  to  violations  committed  by  both 
the  student  newspaper  organization  and  SGA. 
The  SGA  Student  Bill  of  Rights  states  in  its 
Article  III,  Section  D,  #2,  that  "the  student 
press  shall  be  free  from  censorship  and  ad- 
vanced approval  of  copy;  and  its  editors  and 
managers  shall  be  free  to  develop  their  own 
editorial  policies  and  news  coverage.  If  this  is 
true,  then  SGA  could  be  guilty  of  censorship 
in  banning  the  title  of  the  newspaper,  which 
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Senior  Class  President  Fred  Abraham  encouraged  SGA  members  at  Feb.  16  meeting 
to  consider  an  amendment  to  the  student  newspaper  constitution. 


sible  for  the  name  change  and  to  work  with 
the  SGA  as  cooperatively  as  possible.  SGA 
members  were  contacted  several  times  by 
editors  to  discuss  the  name  change.  In  the 
memo  Owens  writes,  "I  was  satisfied  that  the 
editors  made  the  necessary  contacts  and  that 
a  name  change  could  be  carried  out  with  a 
simple  notice  to  SGA." 

Several  attempts  were  made  this  semester 
by  Catherine  A.  North,  student  newspaper 
editor-in-chief,  to  discuss  the  newspaper  and 
the  proposed  amendment  with  SGA.  On  both 
February  18  and  February  22,  North  left  a 
letter  at  the  SGA  office.  In  the  letter  she  re- 
quested to  be  put  on  an  open-ended  agenda 
item  at  SGA's  next  meeting,  Feb.  23,  to  dis- 
cuss problems  of  the  newspaper.  She  asked  in 
the  letter  that  notification  of  the  paper's  place- 
ment on  the  agenda  be  made.  Notification  was 
not  made  because,  SGA  President  Matt  claims 
he  did  not  receive  North's  letter  until  Tuesday, 
February  23. 

On  Monday,  February  22,  North  submitted 
to  SGA  the  proposed  amendment  with  signa- 
tures of  newspaper  staff  members,  requesting 
to  be  put  on  the  agenda  for  the  Feb.  23  meet- 
ing. Her  request  was  denied  because  the  pro- 
posal was  not  accompanied  by  an  indication 
that  the  signatures  were  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  staff.  SGA  also  wanted  minutes  from  the 
previous  two  newspaper  staff  meetings,  of 


comes  under  editorial  content. 

The  editors  and  reporters  of  the  student 
newspaper  have  rewritten  Article  I  of  the 
paper's  constitution  in  an  effort  to  amend  it. 
Twelve  years  ago,  in  1970,  the  Fitchburg  State 
College  student  newspaper  adopted  its  first 
constitution,  stating  its  title,  "The  Cycle"  in  its 
Article  I.  In  1975  a  new  constitution  was  writ- 
ten  for  the  new  name  "The  Rhetoric",  and 

"The  proposal  for  the  amend- 
ment states  that  this  organization 
shall  be  known  as  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  newspaper." 

hadn't  been  revised.  Both  times  the  mistake 
was  made  of  identifying  the  newspaper  as  a 
title  instead  of  as  an  organization,  Fitchburg 
State  College  student  newspaper.  The  amend- 
ment excludes  the  name  or  title  of  the  student 
newspaper  from  the  newspaper  constitution. 

The  proposal  for  the  amendment  states  in 
part  that  "this  organization  shall  be  known  as 
the  Fitchburg  State  College  student  newspaper. 
The  name  of  this  organization  shall  be  printed 
in  every  issue  of  the  newspaper."  The  amend- 
ment goes  on  to  state  that  the  student  publi- 
cation shall  have  rights  and  freedoms  granted 
publications  by  the  United  States  Constitution, 
Massachusetts  Case  Laws  and  subsequent 
court  decisions. 
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Commentary 

The  Strobe:  analysis  of  issues  and  the  law 


By  Peter  Owens 
Faculty  Adviser 

"...  the  First  Amendment  with  its  under- 
lying assumption  that  there  is  a  positive 
social  value  in  an  open  forum  seems  par- 
ticularly appropriate  .  .  .  There  is  an  added 
element  in  the  present  case:  the  expenses 
of  publishing  The  Cycle  are  payable  by  the 
college  from  funds  received  from  compul- 
sory student  activity  fees.  Does  this  cir- 
cumstance significantly  alter  either  the 
rights  of  the  students  or  the  college  presi- 
dent over  the  campus  press?  We  think  not. 

U.S.  District  Court 
Antonelli  v.  Hammond 
Fitchburg  State  College.  Feb.  1970 

A  dozen  years  to  the  month  after  Federal 
District  Court  Judge  J.  Arthur  Garrity  ruled  that 
the  administration  of  Fitchburg  State  College 
could  not  control  the  student  newspaoer.  the 
Student  Government  Association  (SGA)  stepped 
into  the  perilous  quagmire  of  press  censorship 
and  prior  restraint  by  halting  publication  of  the 
Fitchburg  State  Strobe.  The  particulars  in  this 
new  First  Amendment  struggle  are  different, 
but  the  arguments,  substance,  and  central 
threads  of  the  dispute  are  similar  not  only  to 
the  important  Fitchburg  case  but  to  a  number 
of  other  key  federal  court  decisions  on  the 
First  Amendment  rights  of  student  newspapers 
over  the  past  several  decades.  Several  im- 
portant judicial  trends  are  clear: 

1 )  A  student  publication  that  embraces  the 
functions  of  a  newspaper  and  provides  a  forum 
for  a  variety  of  views  and  perspectives  in  a 
school  community  is  entitled  to  First  Amend- 
ment protection.  That  funds  and  sponsorship 
may  flow  from  official  sources  with  broader 
regulatory  power  does  not  limit  the  First 
Amendment  rights  of  student  writers  and  editors 
nor   transform   the   sponsors   into   quasi-pub- 


"The  SGA  stepped  into  the 
perilous  quagmire  of  press  cen- 
sorship and  prior  restraint  by 
haulting  publication  of  The 
FSC  Strobe." 

lishers  with  editorial  prerogatives  or  control 
over  content. 

2)  Prior  restraint  of  publication  is  not  a 
legal  remedy  for  addressing  concerns  about 
the  content  of  student  newspapers  except 
under  extraordinary  conditions  wherein  the 
order  of  discipline  of  the  college  are  under 
clear  and  immediate  threat  by  publication. 

3)  Even  though  only  a  portion  of  a  paper 
may  be  the  focus  of  the  restraint,  the  overall 
effect  is  nonetheless  censorship  in  its  full, 
global  sense. 

4)  Merely  because  an  institutional  author- 
ity funds  a  student  newspaper  does  not  mean 
that  it  can  use  that  funding,  or  its  withholding, 
as  a  device  to  control  or  restrain  content. 
Once  a  decision  is  made  to  fund  a  student 
newspaper,  that  funding  must  continue  so 
long  as  the  organization  is  fulfilling  its  function 
as  a  First  Amendment  forum.  If  the  newspaper 
staff  wished  to  transform  itself  into  a  intramural 
soccer  league,  then  of  course,  the  question  of 
halting  funds  would  be  appropriate  and  beyond 
First  Amendment  protection. 

At  issue  in  the  newest  dispute  at  Fitchburg 
State  College  was  whether  or  not  the  newspaper . 
staff  had  the  power  to  change  the  title  of  the 
newspaper  without  the  express  vote  and  per- 
mission of  the  SGA.  The  newspaper's  con- 
stitution states  that  "This  organization  shall  be 


"Even  though  only  a  portion  of 
a  paper  may  be  the  focus  of  re- 
straint, the  overall  effect  is 
nonetheless  censorship  in  its 
full,  global  sense." 

at  the  Fitchburg  State  College  Rhetoric," 

-;mend  the  constitution  of  the  paper,  the 

staff  must  vote  an  amendment  by  a  two-thirds 

v  which:  in  turn,  must  be  aporoved  by 


the  SGA,  thus  giving  the  student  government 
claim  to  veto  power  over  a  title  change. 

From  the  outset  the  newspaper  had  argued 
that  the  title  of  the  paper  is  part  of  its  content 
and  is  not  synonymous  with  either  the  name 
of  the  organization  or  its  structure.  The  con- 
stitution is  silent  on  the  matter  of  title  of  the 
publication  and  thus  need  not  be  amended  for 
a  title  change.  The  organization  and  editorial 
board  structure  has  not  and  did  not  change 
when  the  newspaper  title  was  changed  to  the 
Strobe  by  vote  of  the  staff.  This  was  made 
clear  to  the  SGA  which  was  consulted  on  a 
number  of  occasions  over  the  fall  semester 

Similarly,  in  Sullivan  v.  Houston  Indepen- 
dent School  District  (1969  and  1971),  the  federal 
court  rejected  the  argument  that  a  principal 
could  censor  a  school  sponsored  newspaper 
Noted  the  court.  "Prior  restraint  is  so  little 
favored  by  United  States  Constitution  that  one 
wishing  to  exercise  the  same  with  respect  to 
publication  assumes  an  extremely  heavy  burden 
m  attempting  to  justify  its  imposition. 

In  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court  case  Tinker  v. 
Des  Moines  Independent  Community  School 
District,  the  court  declared.  "In  our  system, 
state-operated  schools  may  not  be  enclaves  of 
totalitarianism.  The  Constitution  says  that 
Congress  (and  the  States)  may  not  abridge  the 
right  of  free  speech.  This  provision  means 
what  it  says  "  In  qualifying  for  First  Amendment 


of  the  press.  In  virtually  every  other  student 
press  court  case,  defendents  have  referred  to 
laws  they  believed  enabled  them  to  halt  publi- 
cation for  good  cause.  But  the  courts  have  ruled 
that  such  laws,  regulations,  or  ordinarily  law- 
ful budgetary  restraints  become  immediatley 
unlawful  when  applied  to  prior  restraints  of  a 
newspaper  publication  In  fact,  one  of  the  pri- 
mary functions  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  is  to  prevent 
otherwise  lawful  activities  from  trampling  the 
rights  of  U.S.  citizens. 

Although  there  clearly  have  been  misunder- 
standings and  miscommunications  between 
the  newspaper  staff  and  the  SGA  over  pro- 
cedural matters,  there  has  never  been  any 
question  by  anyone  that  the  organization  and 
its  staff  would  remain  essentially  the  same 

"The  title  of  any  publication  is 
clearly  central  to  its  content  and 
carries  powerful  symbolic  im- 
plications." 

and  that  the  new  publication  would  be  a  news- 
paper. There  was  never  any  indication  or  fear 
that  the  Rhetoric  would  be  transformed  into 
soccer  league  or  some  other  organization  and 
that  this  would  be  done  by  people  who  were 
not  newspaper  staff  members. 


protection,  which  the  Strobe  clearly  does,  the 
newspaper  is  entitled  to  the  full  force  of  free 
press  expression  under  the  law. 

Several  student  government  members 
have  argued  that  the  student  newspaper  vio- 
lated its  own  constitutional  mandates.  In  fact, 
there  is  little  precise  evidence  to  support  this 
view.  The  newspaper's  current  constitution 
states  that  the  name  of  the  organization  (not 
the  title  of  the  newspaper)  is  the  Rhetoric,  and 
the  first  Strobe  that  appeared  included  a  notation 
in  its  flag  saying  "published  by  the  Rhetoric." 
In  an  attempt  to  rectify  any  ambiguity  and 
erase  any  self-imposed  impediments,  the 
newspaper  attempted  immediately  to  amend 


"Once  a  decision  is  made  to  fund 
a  student  newspaper,  that  fund- 
ing must  continue  so  long  as  the 
organization  is  fulfilling  it's 
function  as  a  First  Amendment 
forum." 

its  constitution  to  clarify  the  separation  of 
title  from  identification  of  organizational  struc- 
ture. But  the  newspaper  was  unable  to  secure 
spots  on  the  SGA  agenda  to  discuss  these 
matters  at  SGA  meetings.  Instead  the  staff 
was  faced  with  a  series  of  SGA  procedural 
demands  that  effectively  nullified  newspaper 
votes.  The  practical  effect  of  these  delays  was 
prior  restraint  on  another  issue  of  the  Strobe 
by  the  SGA. 

Even  if  the  SGA  could  claim  some 
merits  for  their  procedural  caution,  the  First 
Amendment  takes  precedence  over  local  laws, 
regulations,  and  actions  that  abridge  freedom 


In  the  previous  Fitchburg  dispute  (An- 
tonelli v.  Hammond)  a  name  change  preceded 
the  crucial  controversy  over  publication  of  four 
letter  words  that  ultimately  lead  to  the  court 
case.  According  to  court  record,  "At  the  start 
of  the  fall  semester  in  September,  1969, 
Antonelli  changed  the  name  of  the  paper  from 
Kampus  Vue  to  The  Cycle.  The  change  in 
name  was  indicative  of  a  change  in  policy  and 
format.  While  Kampus  Vue's  focus  had  been 
primarily  on  student  news  and  events  on 
campus.  The  Cycle  sought  to  explore  and  com- 
ment upon  areas  of  broader  social  and  po- 
litical impact."  Interestingly,  the  court  took 
note  of  the  title  change  as  it  signaled  a  shift 
in  content.  The  title  of  any  publication  is  clearly 
central  to  its  content  and  carries  powerful 
symbolic  implications.  The  title  of  a  novel, 
poem,  short  story,  non-fiction  book,  magazine, 
or  newspaper  not  only  dentified  the  publication 
for  the  reader  but  provides  a  strong  signal  as 
to  what  will  be  contained  within  its  pages.  A 
title  is  similar  to  a  headline  in  that  it  not  only 
is  part  of  the  content  but  is  a  symbolic  com- 
pression of  the  ideas  that  the  reader  can  expect 
to  find  upon  lurther  reading.  As  such  it  is  en- 
titled to  First  Amendment  protection. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  newspaper 
title  changes  at  Fitchburg  State  College.  We 
are  not,  therefore,  talking  about  a  powerful 
institutional  tradition  on  about  a  title  as  well 


"Once  a  publication  is  deter- 
mined to  be  in  substance  a  free 
speech  forum,  constitutional 
protections  attach." 

established,  let's  Say,  aSrthe  Harvard  Crimson. 

indeed  the   tradition   at   Fitcl  is   been 


one  of  change  and  searching.  The  newspaper 
has  been  in  quest  of  an  identity  and  spirit  for 
generation  after  generation  of  editors.  This 
search  is  part  of  the  mission  of  a  newspaper, 


"The  Strobe  staff  was  faced 
with  a  series  of  SGA  procedural 
demands  that  effectively  nulli- 
fied the  newspaper." 

and  its  expression  in  title,  content,  and  policy 
is  clearly  protected  by  the  First  Amendment. 

It  has  been  argued  by  some  members  ot 
the  student  government,  however,  that  this  is 
not  a  First  Amendment  issue  but  merely  a 
question  of  internal  operations  and  compliance 
with  the  paper's  own  governing  procedures. 
Moreover,  these  people  argue,  the  fact  that 
the  SGA  funds  the  paper  places  them  in  a 
controlling  role.  Furthermore,  the  argument 
goes,  the  SGA  is  not  trying  to  tell  the  news- 
paper what  to  say  in  its  editorial  columns.  The 
dispue  is  over  the  title,  only,  they  argue. 

The  question  of  whether  First  Amendment 
protection  applies  is  crucial.  In  a  federal  dis- 
trict court  case  in  Virginia,  Gambino  v.  Fairfax 
County  School  Board  (1977),  the  court  found 
the  key  variable  in  deciding  First  Amendment 
protection  was  whether  or  not  a  high  school 
newspaper,  funded  by  the  school  system,  was 
a  "free  speech  forum."  The  court  noted  that 
the  "newspaper  was  conceived,  established, 
and  operated  as  a  conduit  for  student  expres- 
sion on  a  wide  variety  of  topics  and  thus  fell 
within  the  parameters  of  the  First  Amendment." 
The  court  decided  that  the  student  newspaper 
was  not  a  house  organ  or  an  official  publication 
or  propaganda  instrument  for  the  administr- 
ation of  the  school.  That  is,  it  was  not  a  news- 
letter or  other  in-house  publication  intended  to 
explain,  portray,  or  promote  the  administration's 
views  and  policies.  Rather,  it  was  a  newspaper 
attempting  to  provide  a  variety  of  views,  opin- 


"Even  if  SGA  could  claim  some 
merits  for  their  procedural  cau- 
tion, the  First  Amendment  takes 
precedence  over  local  laws." 


ions  and  perspectives.  It  was  therefore  a  free 
speech  forum. 

The  judge  in  Gambino  cited  two  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  decisions  clarifying  the  First 
Amendment  status  of  the  newspaper.  "Once  a 
publication  is  determined  to  be  in  substance  a 
free  speech  forum,  constitutional  protections 
attach,"  noted  the  appeals  court.  The  "extent 
of  state  involvement  in  providing'  funding  and 
facilities  for  secondary  ■  chool  newspaper  did 
not  determine  whether  rirst  Amendment  rights 
were  applicable." 

The  Fitchburg  State  College  newspaper  is 
clearly  a  forum  for  various  views  and  perspec- 
tives, and  indeed,  one  of  the  primary  missions 
of  the  new  Strobe  was  to  increase  and  expand 
that  mission.  The  newspaper  invited  a  new 
level  of  participation  by  students  and  faculty 
and  changed  the  emphasis  of  the  op-ed  pages 
to  encourage  submission  of  articles  and  opin- 
ions by  readers.  This  was  a  strong  and  growing 
emphasis  of  the  Rhetoric  prior  to  the  change  in 
title.  The  staff  felt  that  it  was  such  an  important 
shift  in  emphasis  that  its  message  had  to  be 
carried  by  a  title  change  and  major  visual  and 
thematic  alterations.  By  the  measures  em- 
ployed in  previous  student  newspaper  cases, 
the  Strobe  and  the  Rhetoric  are  both  indis- 
putably free  speech  forums  and  entitled  to  First 
Amendment  protection. 

The  scope  of  the  restrained  material  has 
also  been  addressed  by  the  courts.  Twelve 
years  ago  then  college  President  James  J. 
Hammond  halted  publication  of  The  Cycle  be- 
cause he  objected  to  a  few  four  letter  words 
and  argued  that  this  was  not  censorship  but 
only  the  narrowest  of  responsible  constraints. 
Last  month  the  SGA  halted  publication  of  the 
newspaper  because  it  did  not  approve  of  the 
new  title  change  or  its  procedural  adoption, 
arguing  similarly  that  this  was  not  censorship 
in  any  broad  sense  because  the  title  was  not 
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THE  STROBE  Surveillance  Team 
is  involved  in  the  reporting  of  infor- 
mation and  news  pertaining  to  the  FSC 
Community.  All  contributions  are  wel- 
come. 


The  Burg  Gets  Ranked  On 


By  Ann  Marie  Tisevich 

Fitchburg  is  the  second 
worst  metropolitan  area  in  the 
country  to  live,  claim  Richard 
Boyer  and  David  Savageau, 
authors  of  the  recently  published 
Places  Rated  Almanac. 

The  authors,  both  Massachusetts  resi- 
dents, based  their  judgements  on  a  survey  of 
277  metropolitan  areas  in  the  U.S.  where  70 
per  cent  of  Americans  live.  They  rated  Atlanta, 
George  number  one.  The  areas  were  rated 
according  to  nine  different  categories:  climate, 
housing,  health  care  and  environment,  crime, 
transportation,  education,  recreation,  the  arts 
and  economics.  Out  of  the  277  areas  surveyed, 
Fitchburg-Leominster  is  rated  as  follows: 
climate  and  terrain  116,  housing  251,  health 
care  and  environment  173,  crime  159,  trans- 
portation 271,  education  169,  recreation  258, 
the  arts  188,  and  economics  257. 

How  have  residents  reacted  to  the  sur- 
vey? Fitchburg  Chamber  of  Commerce  Presi- 
dent William  Murray  says,  "For  a  couple  of 
weeks,  while  the  media  was  playing  it  up,  there 
was  a  lot  of  disagreement  about  the  findings." 
Now  he  thinks  people  are  cooled  off  and  ready 
to  face  the  situation. 

Murray  points  out  that  "the  Study  was 
pretty  general,  not  getting  down  to  the  nitty- 
gritty  of  what  has  to  be  improved." 

The  criteria  used  to  judge  the  areas  were 
statistical.  Things  subject  to  personal  taste 
could  not  be  measured.  "I  think  it's  tough  to 
gauge  things  from  statistics  alone,"  says  Ellen 
DiGeronimo,  Assistant  Vice-Presidents  of  Mar- 
keting and  Community  Relation  at  Worcester 


caring  about  what  happens  to  the  city. 

Its  a  rather  ironic  fact  that  in  1980,  Fitch- 
burg was  runner-up  in  the  Nation-wide  All 
America  City  competition. 

In  1970,  Fitchburg  won  the  All  America 
City  Competition.  But  it  should  be  noted  that 

this  award  is  not  given  for  community  per- 
fection. . .  It  is  given  for  citizen  action,  effective 
organization  and  community  improvement 
all  of  which  were  not  measured  in  the  study. 
Some  statistics  that  were  mentioned  in 


Cops  on  Campus 

Crime  Prevention  Group 
Plans  Seminars 
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North  Savings  Bank.  "A  lot  of  positive  things 
have  happened  in  the  last  five  years.  I  cer- 
tainly would  not  rate  it  as  the  second  worst." 
She  fears  that  the  ratings'  will  create  a  self- 
perpetuating  attitude  in  Fitchburg  of  people  not 

Promotions  in 
FSC  Administration 

Two  Lunenburg  residents  have  been  pro- 
moted to  new  positions  at  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege by  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

Michael  T.  Rivard  of  Pine  Grove  Road  was 
promoted  to  Treasurer  and  Roy  Hall,  111,  also 
of  Pine  Grove  Road,  was  named  Director  of 
Management  Information  Systems. 

Rivard,  37,  joined  the  college  in  1966  as 
Bursar  and  has  served  as  its  director  of  Fiscal 
Affairs  since  1976.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Notre 
Dame  High  School  and  holds  a  Business  Ad- 
ministration degree  from  Boston  University 
and  a  master's  degree  in  Business  from  Anna 
Maria  College. 

Hall,  37,  joined  the  College  in  1977  as 
director  of  Data  Processing.  A  graduate  of 
Belmont  High  School,  he  holds  a  bachelor's 
and  master's  degree  in  education  from  Fram- 
ingham  State  College. 

As  Treasurer,   Rivard's  new  duties  will 

include   responsibility  and   control   over   the 

college's  operating  and  capital-outlay  budget, 

!  administration   and   management   of   college 

'  investments,  and  supervision  of  the  expenditure 

and  collection  of  all  of  the  College's  finances. 

Hall  will  be  responsible  for  the  planning 
and  direction  and  supervision  of  all  information 
and  computer  systems  at  the  College,  includ- 
ing the  coordination  of  all  activities  and  pro- 
grams with  the  Massachusetts  State  College 
Computer  Network. 

Both  positions  report  directly  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

Rivard  and  his  wife,  Anne  and  their 
daughter,  Stephanie,  make  their  home  at  31 
Pine  Grove  Road,  Lunenburg.  Hall  lives  at  73 
Pine  Grove  Road,  Lunenburg,  with  his  wife, 
Jane,  and  their  two  children. 


the  study  are  that  there  are  32  bars  in  the 
Fitchburg-Leominster  area  and  that  Fitchburg 
State  College  is  considered  to  be  highly  selec- 

"A  lot  of  positive  things  have 
happened  in  Fitchburg  in  the 
last  five  years.  I  certainly  would 
not  rate  it  as  second  worst." 


tive  in  admitting  students  to  the  college. 

There  is  some  consolation  for  the  Fitch- 
burg-Leominster area.  Two  other  metropolitan 
areas  in  Massachusetts  were  on  the  bottom  of 
the  list  as  well.  Lawrence-Haverhill  was  rated 
as  the  worst  area  and  Lowell  was  rated  as  the 
fourth  worst  area  to  live  in. 


By  Karen  Peabody 

In  an  effort  to  combat  the  rising  crime 
affecting  the  college  community  a  new  com- 
mittee called  COPS  (Committee  on  Personal 
Safety)  has  been  organized  on  campus. 

The  main  goal  of  COPS,  according  to 
Chairperson  Sharon  Oikelmus,  is  "changing 
attitudes  and  getting  people  to  take  care  of 
themselves."  She  attributes  the  increase  in 
crime,  which  has  occurred  mainly  in  the  dorms, 
to  the  fact  that  "people  are  not  taking  re- 
sponsibility for  locking  their  own  doors  within 
the  dorms"  and  the  reliance  on  desk  attendants 
to  keep  potential  thieves  out  of  the  dorms. 
COPS  would  like  to  increase  an  awareness  of 
crime  among  students  by  being  "informative, 
not  using  scare  tactics"  said  Police  Chief 
Joseph  MacDonald. 

Committee  members  include  Chairperson 
Sharon  Oikelmus,  Dean  William  Donahue  of 
Student  Life,  Campus  Police  Chief  MacDonald 
and  Off  Campus  Housing  Coordinator  Maureen 
O'Doherty,  who  suggested  the  keystone  cop 
as  the  symbol  of  the  committee.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  committee  consists  of  students 
and  faculty  members  who  bring  the  total 
number  of  active  members  to  about  one  dozen. 

The  committee  members  hope  to  achieve 
an  awareness  among  students  by  providing 
information  to  students  on  personal  safety 
matters.  Since  it  began  in  November  of  this 
year  COPS  has  held  an  hour  long  safety  seminar 
and  plans  to  hold  three  more  presentations  in 
the  dorms  this  semester.  COPS  would  like  to 
prepare  a  brochure  to  be  made  available  to 
students. 

At  a  recent  committee  meeting  in  the 
Student  Life  Office,  tentative  plans  were  made 
for  other  projects  such  as  a  "self-defense" 
program  geared  toward  street  survival  tech- 
niques which  are  of  great  importance  to  all 
students.  These  survival  techniques  include 
learning  to  be  aware  of  your  environment  when 
walking  alone  and  moving  toward  a  particular 
destination,  because  women  in  particular, 
who  walk  as  if  they  are  unsure  of  themselves, 
are  more  likely  to  be  assaulted,  especially  at 
night. 

Other  projects  which  were  discussed 
were  an  escort  service  particularly  (but  not 
exclusively)  for  women  taking  courses  at 
night  who  must  walk  to  and  from  parking  lots 
alone    and    an    alcohol    and    safety    week. 

Although  their  main  concern  is  with  safety, 
COPS  hopes  to  expand  when  it  has  gained 
strength.  "If  it  lives,  the  committee  can  get 
involved  in  pollution,  nuclear  power  and  other 
things",  says  Oikelmus,  "being  aware  of  crime 
can  make  you  aware  of  other  things." 

If  COPS  is  going  to  live  it  will  need  the 
support  of  students  and  other  campus  organi- 
zations. The  committee  members  would  like  to 
stress  that  fact  that  although  issues  such  as 
rape  are  more  female  oriented,  COPS  would 
also  like  the  input  of  male  students  on  campus 
and  are  willing  to  address  any  relevant  issues 
brought  up  by  students  at  their  open  meetings. 
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Revising  Requirements 

A  CC  Seeks  Community  Input 

Some  people  think  Fitchburg  State  College  students  graduate  without  being  fully  educated,  so 
in  an  effort  to  upgrade  education  the  followinq  changes  in  requirements  have  been  made. 

If  you  feel  strongly  for  or  against  any  of  the  proposals  there  is  one  chance  to  express  your 
feelings  before  the  ACC  (All  College  Committee)  turn  these  proposals  into  reality  for  FSC  students. 
On  March  10,  1982,  there  will  be  an  open  forum  to  air  aproval  or  objections.  It  is  important  to  re- 
member that  a  letter  addressing  your  concerns  be  mailed  on-campus  to  ACC  to  be  heard  at  the 
March  10  forum. 


Sex  Roles  Survey 

The  Times  They  are  A  changin' 
(.  .  .  A  Little  Bit) 


The  rhetoric  of  the  last  few  years  seems 
to  indicate  that  men  are  currently  more  aware 
and  accepting  of  women  changing  their  long 
held  status  of  "second  class  citizen"  and  are 
now  less  threatened  of  women  being  treated 
as  equals  than  they  have  been  in  the  past. 

Last  spring,  some  131  Fitchburg  State 
College  undergraduates,  many  of  them  in  the 
business,  communications,  and  behavorial 
science  fields  of  study,  took  part  in  a  survey 
on  "Changing  Attitudes  Toward  Women."  The 
questionnaire  was  developed  by  Dr.  Charles 
Streff  of  the  Behavorial  Science  Dept. 

Dr.  Streff,  having  taught  Adult  Psych  and 
The  Psychology  of  Male  Development  as  well 
as  having  been  involved  in  Clinical  work  with 
adult  males  for  nearly  ten  years,  was  intrigued 
by  what  he  percieved  to  be  a  "gap"  in  attitudes 
toward  sex  roles  between  males  and  females. 

He  developed  his  questionnaire  based  on 
a  preliminary  survey  he  did  last  spring  and  also 
on  past  research  that  has  met  requirements  of 
reliability  and  validity.  He  has  translated  the 
questionnaire  into  Spanish  and  is  in  the  process 
of  making  some  cross-country  and  cross- 
cultural  comparisons  here  in  the  United  States 
and  in  Spain. 

Of  the  131  subjects  surveyed,  there  were 
45  females  and  86  males.  The  average  re- 
spondent was  single  and  between  the  ages 
of  eighteen  and  twenty. 

Some  of  the  more  interesting  SIMILAR- 
ITIES in  opinion  between  males  and  females 
surveyed  include: 

A  73%  of  males  and  73%  of  females  share 
the  opinion  that  they  "would  not  get  married  if 
they  had  to  give  up  what  they  really  believed 
in,  in  order  to  get  along  with  another  person." 

A  large  percentage  of  males  [85%]  and 
an  even  larger  percentage  of  females  [91  %] 
agreed  that  men  "should  share  household 
tasks  such  as  washing  dishes  and  doing  the 
laundry  if  a  woman  works  outside  the  home." 

A  70%  of  male  respondents  and  80%  of 
female  respondents  felt  that  "for  a  man  to  be 
successful,  he  needs  his  wife's  encourage- 
ment." 

These  date  would  tend  to  support  the  cur- 
rent trend  in  opinion  that  men  have  become 


more  aware  of  the  changing  role  of  the  woman 
in  today's  society.  But  consider  these  con- 
trasting viewpoints: 

An  80%  of  the  males  surveyed  agreed  with 
the  statement  "Swearing  and  obscenity  are 
more  repulsive  in  the  speech  of  a  woman 
than  a  man."  [only  46%  of  the  female  re- 
spondents agreed  with  this  statement] 

In  responding  to  the  statement.  "There 
are  many  jobs  in  which  men  should  be  given 
preference  over  women  in  being  hired  and 
promoted,"  46%  of  the  males  surveyed  agreed 
with  the  statement  and  24%  chose  not  to  ex- 
press any  opinion.  Of  the  females  responding 
only  1 3%  agreed  with  the  statement. 

An  85%  of  the  females  surveyed,  agreed 

with  the  statement  "Women  should  assume 
their  rightful  place  in  business  and  in  all  pro- 
fessions along  with  men."  Only  59%  of  the 
male  respondents  agreed  with  this  statement 


"There  seems  to  be  a  contra- 
diction between  what  males  are 
SAYING  .  .  .  and  what  they  are 
actually  are  WILLING  to  ac- 
cept." 

and  again  a  relatively  large  percentage  [22%] 
chose  not  to  respond. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  form  any  concrete 
conclusions  based  on  the  information  collected, 
but  it  would  appear  that  although  male  "con- 
ciousness"  may  have  been  raised  to  some 
degree  in  certain  areas,  such  as  helping  with 
household  tasks  and  recognizing  the  need  for 
a  wife's  support,  men  still  tend  to  expect 
women  to  conform  to  traditional  "female" 
behavior  [not  swearing]  and  to  fulfill  past  tra- 
ditional roles. 

There  appears  to  be  a  contridiction  be- 
tween what  males  are  SAYING  they  will  en- 
courage in  women's  growth  and  development 
and  what  they  actually  ARE  willing  to  accept. 
It  will  be  interesting  to  see  the  results  of  a 
cross-country  and  cross-cultural  comparison 
based  on  this  survey. 


These  are  the  dates  to  remember. 
It  is  important  to  get  all  submissions 
in  on,  or  before,  the  deadline  in  order 
March  30  to  proofread,  edit  if  necessary,  type 
and  layout  the  issue.  So  don't  dealy  . . . 
Send  in  your  letters,  editorials,  ar- 
ticle, update  listings,  etc. 

Submissions  in 


April  7 


Issue  out 


General  Education  Recommendations  Voted  to  Date  - 1  /20/82 

General  Education  Recommendations 
Voted  to  Date  - 1  /20/82 


English  Composition 
l&ll 


6s.h. 


Waive  Comp.  II  for  all 
students  who  attain  3.5 
or  4.0  in  Comp.  I  at  F.S.C. 


Oral  Communication 
Health  &  Fitness 
Math/Science 


History 


Behavioral  &  Social 
Sciences 


3s.h. 
3s.h. 
12-15  s.h.   3  s.h.  in  Math  or 

Computer  Science. 

6-8  s.h.  in  Lab  Science. 

3-4  s.h.  in  either  Math 
or  Science. 

6  s.h.  Western  Civilization, 

starting  with  the  ancient 
world  and  ending  with 
the  present. 

9  s.h.  Includes  Economics, 

Sociology,  Political 
Science,  Geography, 
Psychology.  (A  maximum 
of  6  s.h.  will  be  allowed 
in  any  one  discipline.) 

1 2  s.h.        9  s.h.  Literature/Fine 

Arts/Foreign  Languages* 
(6  s.h.  will  be  in  one  area.) 

3  s.h.  Philosophy/Logic/ 
Mathematical  Thought. 

*lf  a  student  selects  a 

foreign  language  he 

!*must  take  a  full  year. 

Constitution 
Requirement 

Total  number  of  semester  hours  to  date  =  51  s.h.  or  S3  s.h. 


Humanities 


Professor  Colin  Bourn  of  the  FSC  English  Department  ponders  proposed  changes 
in  general  education  requirements  Photograph  by  Peter  Reynolds 
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Professor  and  Student  Explore  the  Solar  System 

Barbato  and  Ayer  Create  New  'Atmospheres' 


Bv  Anna  Papison 

A  Fitchburg  professor  and  student  recently 
published  a  book  that  has  been  honored  as  the 
Astronomy  Book  Club's  alternate  selection  for 
September  1 981 .  Atmospheres:  A  View  of  the 
Gaseous  Envelopes  Surrounding  Members  of 
Our  Solar  System,  written  by  Dr.  Barbato  and 
Elizabeth  Ayer,  ".  .  .  is  designed  for  college 
students  who  may  have  already  taken  an  in- 
troductory meteorology  or  astronomy  course, 
and  amateur  meteorologist  and  astronomers, 
world  wide,"  the  authors  state.  Dr.  Barbato, 
a  FSC  Geography/Earth  Science  professor 
says,  "it  is  written  in  a  way  that  any  intelligent 
layman  can  read  it." 

Atmospheres  is  written  in  a  descriptive 
style  and  is  designed  as  a  primer  on  planetary 
atmospheres,"  the  preface  explains,  and,  ". . . 
is  based  on  new  information  obtained  by  the 
Voyager  1  and  2  as  well  as  the  Viking,  Pioneer, 
and  Mariner  space  probes."  It  brings  together 
the  latest  research  and  data  about  the  origin, 
composition,  thermal  structure,  and  meteoro- 

"The  dull,  ruddy,  red  glow  of 
Venus'  atmosphere  and  the 
planets'  uninhabitable  qualities 
have  justly  earned  Venus  its 
comparison  to  hell. " 


logical  phenomena  of  the  planets  and  moons. 

Here  are  some  new  discoveries  reported 
in  the  text: 

Venus  has  multiple  cloud  layers  and  it 
rains  sulphuric  acid  and  fluorosulphuric  drop- 
lets (a  highly  corrpsive  acidic  rain).  The  surface 
temperature  of  the  planet  is  700°  Kelvin  which 
is  approximately  525°  Celsius.  The  surface 
pressure  is  90  times  sea  level  pressure  on 
earth  which  would  crush  a  human  being.  The 
dull,  ruddy,  red  glow  of  Venus'  atmosphere 
and  the  planets'  uninhabitable  qualities  have 
justly  earned  Venus  its  comparison  to  hell. 


Dr.  Barbato  is  currently  using  his  newly  published  book  "Atmospheres"  in  his 

Photograph  by  Bob  Fredrico 


classes." 

Mars'  dust  storms  that  envelope  the  entire 
planet  last  for  months  at  a  time.  The  changes 
in  Mars'  appearance  caused  by  these  global 
dust  storms  were  once  thought  to  be  "Martian 
Canals."  Another  erroneous  belief  that  scientist 
have  held  till   recently  is  Mars'   polar  caps 


were  thought  to  be  water  ice  but  turned  out 
to  be  frozen  carbon  dioxide. 

Jupiter  has  signs  of  active  volcanoes  on 
one  of  its  large  moons  called  IO.  This  volcano 
ejects  sulphur  gases  into  the  atmosphere  of  IO 
and  around  Jupiter.  Jupiter  also  has  lightening 


discharges,  aurora  (northern  lights),  and  a  ring 
of  its  own  like  Saturn's.  Jupiter  was  an  "almost 
star"  and  if  it  had  been  a  star  we  would  have 
been  inhabitants  of  a  double  star  solar  system 
(then  again,  maybe  we  would  have  not  been 
inhabitants). 

"The  text  deals  with  such  earthly 
phenomena  as  the  growth  of 
raindrops  to  the  life  cycle  of  a 
thunderstorm. " 

Saturn  gives  off  more  energy  than  it  re- 
ceives from  the  sun,  the  same  as  Jupiter. 
Saturn  once  thought  to  have  3  rings  is  now 
known  to  have  many,  many  layers  of  rings 
touching  the  planets  upper  atmospheres.  Saturn 
has  21  to  23  moons.  A  "red  spot"  discovered 
on  Saturn  is  like  Jupiter's  great  red  spot  which 
is  believed  to  be  a  hurricane  like  storm. 
Jupiter's  red  spot  discovered  in  1665,  makes 
it  over  a  300  year  old  storm. 

In  addition,  the  text  deals  with  such  earthly 
phenomena  as  the  growth  of  raindrops  to  the 
lifecycle  of  a  thunderstorm.  Pictures  include 
cloud  types  photographed  by  Dr.  Barbato  him- 
self and  color  plates  of  Saturn  from  Voyager  1 . 
All  the  graphics  are  done  by  Alan  Bourgault, 
another  FSC  graduate. 

Dr.  Barbato  says  Atmospheres  is  "a  natural 
out  growth  of  research  interest  in  astronomy 
and  meteorology"  and  started  writing  it  in 
1977. 

The  book  is  a  synthesis  of  research  on 
the  data  acquisition  of  NASA/Jet  Propulsion 
Laboratory  scientists.  The  authors  had  to  read 
all  other  research  in  the  field,  synthesize  it, 
then  produce  a  work  for  a  particular  audience 
by  putting  it  into  a  coherent  framework.  Dr. 
'  Barbato's  concern  was  getting  technical  and 
important  points  across  to  non-technical 
readers. 

This  joint  project  of  research,  typing,  and 
editing  ended  in  the  final  writing  being  done 
by  Dr.  Barbato  during  his  sabbatical  last  spring. 
He  is  now  using  Atmospheres  in  the  course, 
Atmospheres  III,  and  the  book  is  available  at 
the  college  bookstore  or  can  be  ordered  in 
paperback  or  hardcover  from  Pergomon  Press. 

Elizabeth  Ayer,  Atmospheres  co-author,  is 
a  1976  FSC  graduate  who  double  majored  in 
Geo/Earth  Science  and  Chemistry.  She  attended 
the  University  of  Rhode  Island,  earning  a 
MSC  in  Geological  Oceanography  and  is  cur- 
rently a  geophysicist  with  Phillips  Petroleum  in 
Tulsa.  Oklahoma. 


Relfections  on  Reactions   To  the  Handicapped 


By  Kim  Voisine 

How  would  you  react  to  living  with  a  handi- 
capped person  for  the  first  time  in  your  life? 
This  is  what  several  people  had  to  do  when  I 
moved  into  the.  dorm.  Their  reactions  varied 
from  genuine  interest  to  totally  ignoring  me. 
There  are  basically  five  types  of  people  who 
have  five  different  reactions  towards  me  be- 
cause of  my  handicap. 


"Sometimes  I  feel  like  I'm  being 
smothered  to  death  from  all  the 
motherly  concern  and  wish  that 
it  would  stop. " 

The  first  type  of  people  I  call  "the  realists". 
These  people  know  I  have  some  limitations,  but 
are  able  to  look  beyond  them  to  the  real  me.  If 
they  think  I  can't  do  something,  they  will  not 
voice  their  opinion.  They  have  the  decency  to 
let  me  find  out  for  myself.  They  also  encourage 
me  to  meet  ever  expanding  challenges.  An 
example  would  be  when  my  friend  Karen  came 
and  asked  me  what  I  enjoyed  doing  in  sports. 
I  told  her  I  liked  soccer  and  swimming.  So 
she  encouraged  me  to  participate  in  these 
sports.  Everyone  in  the  dorm  thought  she  had 
a  few  screws  loose.  Everyone  except  me,  and 
that's  all  that  counts. ' 

The  second  type  of  people  are  "the 
mother  hens".  These  are  people  who  are  very1 
concerned  about  my  welfare.  The  only  thing 
is  that  they  go  to  very  drastic  extremes.  They 
question  me  about  where  I'm  going,  who  I'm 
going  with,  and  when  I'll  be  back.  Sometimes, 
they  even  ask  me  why  I'm  going  in  the  first 
place.  An  example  of  this  type  would  be  the 
time  I  dared  to  go  out  at  night  by  myself.  I  just 
left  the  dorm  to  prove  that  I  could  go  out  if  I 


wanted  to,  and  that  I  didn't  need  a  babysitter. 
When  I  came  back,  I  got  yelled  at,  lectured 
and  punished.  The  punishment  was  that  no  one 

"They  (the  Humanitarians)  feel 
that  they  have  to  do  things  for 
you  because  it's  their  duty  and 
you're  "not  normal. "" 

talked  to  me  until  I  had  apologized  to  them. 
Sometimes,  I  feel  like  I'm  being  smothered  to 
death  from  all  the  motherly  concern  and  wish 
that  it  would  stop. 

The  third  type  are  "the  egotists".  These 
are  people  who  use  me  to  boost  their  own 
egos.  They  do  this  by  saying  they  will  do  some- 
thing for  me,  and  after  everyone  thinks  they 
have  done  me  a  great  service,  they  actually 
don't  do  anything  for  me.  Then  I  end  up  either 
doing  it  myself  or  having  to  find  someone  else 
who  will  do  it  for  me.  An  example  would  be 
when  my  roommate  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to 
do  my  laundry  because  I  was  sick.  I  was  going 
to  say  no,  but  I  didn't  because  everyone  was 
always  telling  me  that  I  never  ask  for  help  and 
it  bugged  them.  Around  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, she  came  up  to  me  and  asked  if  i  would 
mind  if- she  didn't  do  my  laundry.  There  wasn't 
much  I  could  do  about  it,  so  I  said  no.  But  boy, 
was  I  angry,  because  everyone  thought  she 
had  done  it  when  in  reality  it  had  nevei  gotten 
.done. 

The  fourth  type  of  people  are  "the  human- 
itarians". This  group  doesn't  think  of  you  as  a 
person,  but  as  a  thing  or  an  obligation.  They 
feel  that  they  have  to  do  things  for  you  because 
it's  their  duty  and  you're  "not  normal".  Be- 
cause you're  "not  normal",  they  pity  you.  They 
are  also  very  serious  toward  you.  They  never 
laugh  with  you  or  at  you.  An  example  would  be 


when  Gail,  who  is  blind,  and  I  joked  about 
our  handicaps.  Gail  would  say  things  such  as, 
"Kim,  do  you  want  to  go  jogging?"  I'd  say, 
"Sure!"  Then  Gail  would  say,  "Good,  I'll  carry 
you,  and  you  can  direct  me  where  to  go!" 
While  we're  joking  around,  the  humanitarians 
are  sitting  there  horrified  and  telling  us  we're 
awful.  If  they  had  thought  about  it,  the  joke 
was  really  rather  funny.  I  mean  can  you  imagine 
a  blind  girl  and  a  cripple  going  jogging? 

The  last  type  are  "the  pretenders".  These 
are  people  who  act  as  if  you  don't  exist  or  your 
Handicap  doesn't  exist.  They  will  not  confront 
/ou  about  it  or  even  say  words  pertaining  to 
the  handicap.  Sometimes,  they  won't  even  ack- 

"I  wish  people  would  accept  me 
for  what  I  am,  and  not  for  what 
I  can't  be." 


lowledge  that  you  are  different,  or  that  you 
nave  needs  like  everyone  else.  An  example 
would  be  the  time  when  I  moved  into  the  dorm. 
Some  of  the  kids  pretended  I  wasn't  even  there 
and  wouldn't  talk  to  me  for  days. 

The  best  way  to  sum  up  how  I  feel  about 
the  different  types  of  reactions  would  be  in  this 
poem  by  Larry  L.  Chazzamus. 

"I  AM  I" 
I  am  I 
Do  not  change  me 
condemn  me 
nor  put  me  down 
Accept  me  for  what  I  am 
No. .  .you  need  not  agree 
With  me 

But  accept  me 
for  I  am  total  in  being 
I  have  my  faults 
I  have  my  guilts 

But  that  is  what  I  am 

Perfect  I  will  never  be 
Allow  me  to  be  uninhibited 
Do  not  pressure  me  into 
feeling  what  I  do  not  feel 
Accept  me  when  I  am  flying  high 
as  I  have  accepted  you 

when  you  were  flying  high  . 
Do  not  put  me  down  . . .  nor 
Make  me  feel  unhappy  about  -. 

Me 
I  am  I 

and  I  like  being 

me! 
If  more  people  could  look  beyond  the 
braces  and  crutches  and  look  at  the  person 
inside,  this  world  might  be  a  happier  place.  I 
wish  people  would  accept  me  for  what  I  am, 
and  not  for  what  I  can't  be. 
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To  Smoke  or  Not  to  Smoke 
An  Informal  Survey 

By  Diane  Gigliotti  &  Patricia  West 


How  to  Cure  the  Senior  Jitters 


By  Amy  Bonvouloir 

The  name  -  Senior  Jitters.  The  symptoms  - 
extreme  apprehension,  feelings  of  unprepared- 
ness,  visions  of  time  rushing  by.  After  more 
than  three  years  of  partying  and  "getting  by", 
it  is  now  time  for  approximately  one  quarter  of 
FSC's  student  population  to  be  thinking  those 
infamous  words  -  "This  is  it."  The  mind  is  now 
becoming  a  receptacle  of  regrets  -  Why  did 
I  flunk  that  course?  Why  didn't  I  do  that  practi- 
cum?  of  course,  there  are  those  who  have  been 
developing  resumes  since  Day  1  of  freshman 
year,  but  they're  few  and  far  between.  The  end 
always  seemed  so  far  away  -  until  now. 

Well  the  Counseling  and  Career  Center 
has  come  to  our  rescue.  Located  on  the  3rd 


floor  of  the  Edgerly  Building,  the  Center  is  of- 
fering a  package  to  all  seniors  containing  in- 
formation on  resume  writing,  job-hunting  and 
contact  building  techniques,  among  other  things. 
Besides  the  technical  information  available, 
many  personal  tips  are  included,  such  as 
"How  a  Student  Should  Act  During  an  Inter- 
view," and  "What  Students  Should  Expect 
After  an  Interview."  This  information  will  not 
only  be  useful  for  getting  your  first  job  after 
graduation,  but  it  will  help  you  at  any  time  during 
your  life  when  changing  careers  or  looking  for 
a  new  job. 

If  you're  a  senior  and  haven't  got  a  notice 
in  your  mailbox  telling  you  to  pick  up  a  package 
yet,  get  one  in  the  Counseling  and  Career 
Center  now.  You  can't  start  too  soon ! 


Jobs  for  Teachers 


By  John  P.  McAndrew 

The  Foreign  &  Domestic  Teachers  Or- 
ganization needs  teacher  applicants  in  all  fields 
from  Kindergarten  through  College  to  fill  be- 
tween five  and  six  hundred  teaching  vacancies 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Since  1968,  their  organization  has  been 
finding  vacancies  and  locating  teachers  both 
in  foreign  countries  and  in  all  fifty  states.  They 
possess  hundreds  of  current  openings  and 
have  all  of  the  pertinent  information  on  scholar- 
ships, grants,  and  fellowships. 

The  principle  problem  with  first  year 
teachers  is  where  to  find  the  jobs! 

Their  information  and  brochure  is  free  and 


comes  at  an  opportune  time  when  there  are 
many  more  teachers  than  teaching  positions. 

They  still  need  about  300  teachers  to  fill 
positions  in  the  Mid-West  -  West  &  Overseas. 

Should  you  wish  additional  information 
about  their  organization,  you  may  write  the  Port- 
land Oregon  Better  Business  Bureau  or  the 
National  Teacher's  Placement  Agency,  UNI- 
VERSAL TEACHERS,  Box  5231 ,  Portland,  Ore- 
gon 97208. 

They  do  not  promise  every  graduate  in  the 
field  of  education  a  definite  position,  how- 
ever, they  do  promise  him  a  wide  range  of 
hundreds  of  current  vacancy  notices  both  at 
home  and  abroad. 


All  submissions  can  be  delivered  to  THE 
STROBE  via  on-campus  mail  or  by  delivering 
it  to  THE  STROBE  office  down  the  hall  beyond 
the  Commuter's  Caf.  Also.  THE  STROBE  Box 

will  be  making  its'   appearance  soon  in  the 
library  and  this  will  serve  as  a  deposit  station 

fmgnhmissinns 


At  mealtime,  hundreds  of  faculty  and 
student  sit  down  to  eat  at  one  of  two  Fitchburg 
State  dining  facilities.  They  may  stop  between 
classes  for  a  sandwich,  soup  and  salad,  or 
coffee  and  a  cigarette.  However,  not  everyone 
will  stop  for  that  cigarette;  in  fact,  the  American 
Lung  Association  estimates  that  today  only  one 
out  of  every  four  Americans  smoke  cigarettes. 
This  being  the  case,  an  informal  survey  was 
conducted  to  gather  information  concerning 
the  general  attitude  toward  the  installation  of 
non-smoking  areas  in  the  school's  two  cafe- 
terias. The  results  leaned  heavily  in  favor  of 
the  idea. 

Presently,  there  are  several  places  on 
campus  that  prohibit  smoking.  Among  them 
are  the  nurse's  waiting  room  and  office,  class- 
rooms and  the  library.  One  place  to  initiate 
a  smoke-free  area  would  be  the  Holmes  Dining 
Commons  and  the  commuters'  cafeteria.  This 
would  constitute  sectioning  off  parts  of  both 
eating  places  and  posting  "no  smoking"  signs. 

"The  results  leaned  heavily  in 
favor  of  the  idea  (the  installation 
of  non-smoking  areas  in  the 
schools  two  cafeterias). " 

An  informal  survey  indicates  that  both 
smokers  and  non-smokers  are  very  much  for 
the  idea.  Mary  Ellen  Mahoney,  a  sophomore 
at  F.S.C.,  is  one  smoker  who  favors  the  idea. 
She  agrees  to  cooperate  and  said  she  wouldn't 
smoke  in  the  non-smoking  section  if  they  had 
one,  but  didn't  care  either  way.  "If  I  were  going 
to  smoke,  I  would  do  it  in  the  other  section." 
Patricia  Miceli,  also  a  sophomore,  agrees, 
saying  that  it  would  be  "selfish"  to  be  opposed 
to  the  idea  because  of  the  number  of  non- 
smokers  who  would  rather  not  be  subjected  to 
others'  smoke. 


"Because  of  limited  supervision 
in  the  commuters'  cafeteria,  the 
non  smokers  would  be  the  ones 
responsible  for  making  the  policy 
work. " 


Mr.  Chet  Connors,  Director  of  Food  Ser- 
vices and  Mr.  Raoul  Rebillard  of  the  Campus 
Center  Resource  Office  were  both  consulted 
on  the  possibility  of  establishing  non-smoking 
areas  in  the  two  cafeterias. 

Connors  was  especially  enthusiastic 
about  the  idea.  A  non-smoker  himself,  Conncrs 
through  the  non-smoking  section  would  be 
beneficial  to  many  who  eat  in  the  dining  hall.  In 
the  past,  he  was  responsible  for  the  smoke- 
free  area  at  Salem  State  College;  however,  it 
proved  unsuccessful  because  of  monitoring 
problems.  The  problem  there  was  that  the 
judicial  board  was  unwilling  to  strictly  enforce 
the  policy.  On  the  other  hand,  Connors  thought 
that  Fitchburg  State's  judicial  board  would  be 
more  effective  in  dealing  with  students  who 
would  not  cooperate. 

Rebillard,  who  heads  the  Campus  Center, 
is  also  in  favor  of  the  idea,  but  foresees  pro- 
blems. He  sees  enforcement  as  a  major  pro- 
blem, realizing  that  the  "burden  falls  on  the 
non-smokers."  Because  of  limited  supervision 
in  the  commuters'  cafeteria,  the  non-smokers 
would  be  the  ones  responsible  for  making  the 
policy  work.  In  conclusion,  Rebillard  com- 
mented that  he'd  "be  willing  to  try  it  out." 

Clearly,  the  presence  of  smokers  in  eating 
establishments  meets  with  some  opposition. 
The  problem  may  be  solved  by  the  use  of  dis- 
creation  by  the  smokers  in  where  and  when 
they  exercise  the  right  to  smoke. 


YOUR  GIRLFRIEND  WEARS 
ARMY  BOOTS. 


If  she's  a  member  of  Army 
ROTC,  that's  a  real  compliment. 
Because  she  knows  that  ROTC 
offers  the  same  opportunities  for 
young  women  as  it  does  men. 
In  ROTC,  she'll  have 
the  chance  to  develop 
leadership  skills  and  earn 
money  at  the  same  time. 
After  graduation,  she'll 
become  an  officer  in  the 
Army,  where  she'll  get  the 
kind  of  experience  era- 
^  ployers  value. 

If  your  girlfriend  wears 
Army  boots,  she  has  a  head 
start  on  an  exciting  career 
after  college. 

For  more  information, 
contact  your  Professor  of 
Military  Science. 

ARMY  ROTC. 
BEALLYOUCANBE, 
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THE  STROBE  welcomes 
letters,  editorials  and  articles 
from  every  reader.  All  material 
submitted  should  be  typed 
(doubled-spaced)  if  at  all  pos- 
sible and  received  prior  to  the 
designated  deadline.  All  letters 
should  include  the  writers  name 
and  address,  but  these  will  be 
withheld  if  there  is  a  good  rea- 
son. All  material  and  letters  are 
subject  to  editing  for  reasons  of 
space,  fairness,  literacy  and 
libel.  All  letters  will  be  consid- 
ered for  publication  unless  the 
writer  states  otherwise. 


THE  STROBE  is  published  every  other 
Thursday  of  the  school  year  by  and  tor  the 
FSC  community.  Distributed  free  on  campus. 
Funding  is  supplied  by  the  Student  Government 
Association  and  by  advertising  revenues. 
Advertising  rates  available  upon  request. 
Those  who  wish  to  reproduce  portions  of 
THE  STROBE  are  urged  to  credit  the  authors 
and  publication. 


The  Fitchburg  State  College  student 
newspaper  organization  is  the  publish- 
ing entity  of  the  student  funded  news- 
paper. 

Typesetting  and  printing  by 
RENE  PRESS  INC. 


Shout!  This  section  is  your  arena 
for  shouting  as  loudly  as  need  be.  On 
a  campus  of  thousands  it  is  difficult 
for  one  voice  to  be  heard.  Here  stu- 
dents and  faculty  are  brought  together 
with  in  "listening  distance  of  your 
shout. 

Shout!  allows  you  to  let  off 
steam,  to  cheer,  to  praise,  to  share 
ideas,  to  react  to  THE  STROBE. 

So  go  ahead. .  .Shout! 

The  deadline  for  Shout!  submis- 
sions is  March  30. 


"There  is  no  great  genius  with- 
out some  touch  of  madness. " 
— Seneca 


"Every  page  must  explode,  be 
it  by  the  profound  and  heavy 
seriousness,  the  whirlwind,  the 
intoxication,  the  new,  the  eternal, 
the  crushing  hoax,  the  en- 
thusiasm of  its'  principles  or 
the  way  in  which  it  is  printed!" 
—  TZAR  A  Dada  philosopher 


amplifyourthoughts 


"The  philosophers  have  only 
interpreted  the  world  in  various 
ways.  The  point,  however.  .  .  is 
to  change  it." 

—  Karl  Marx 


The  Ski  Status  Factor 


Although  I've  been  known  to  tackle  the 
slopes  once  in  a  while,  I've  never  fit  into  the 
mold  of  a  true  New  England  skier.  The  reason; 
I  seldom  accumulate  more  than  one  or  two 
lift  tickets  on  my  jacket's  zipper  per  season. 

Allow  me  to  explain.  One  day  shortly 
after  Christmas  I  stood  waiting  in  a  long,  slowly 
moving  check  out  line  at  a  department  store. 
My  hand  began  to  fiddle  with  my  one  lift  ticket 
from  Mount  Sunapee  and  a  startling,  almost 
overwhelming  notion  came  to  mind.  My  lift 
ticket  cost  me  nearly  half  as  much  as  my 
jacket  did!  I  was  wearing  a  $32.  jacket  and  had 
a  $15.  lift  ticket  hanging  on  the  zipper.  Now  I 
knew  why  I  didn't  fit  into  mold  of  the  New 
England  skier;  they  have  a  wad  of  tickets  that 
must  not  only  out  price  their  jackets  but  out- 
weigh them. 

Frequently  when  I  walk  through  the  lobby 
or  around  the  mailboxes  I'll  notice  these  bright- 
ly colored,  multi-shaped  tags  riddled  with 
staples  swaying  on  zippers;  tags  that  can  tell 
Stories  of  sunny  days  on  powered  slopes  in 
New  Hampshire  or  Vermont.  While  my  lonely 
tag  screams  about  treacherous  runs  down  icy 
trails  and  of  the  trees,  moguls  and  people  I've 
encountered  on  the  way  down. 

I'm  not  sure  if  people  actually  collect 


these  tags  and  later  perhaps  display  them  in 
some  sort  of  album,  but  I  have  to  say  I  am 
impressed  by  them.  I  figured  out  the  only  way 
I  could  accumulate  a  large  number  of  these 
tags  would  be  to  trade  in  my  old  KZ's  for 
.bright,  new  Oil.  Mark  IV's  or  perhaps  become 
as  good  as  Phil  Mahre.  Then  again,  winning 
the  Publisher's  Clearinghouse  Sweepstakes 
could  help. 

"Faking  it"  has  entered  my  mind  more 
than  once.  I  figure  if  I  make  six  or  seven  phony 
tickets  I  could  hide  them  under  my  genuine 
Mount  Sunapee  ticket  and  fit  right  in.  I  know 
this  wouldn't  work  though.  I'd  wind  up  feeling 
guilty  and  confessing  to  everyone  in  the  book 
store,  go  home  and  start  putting  basketless 
ski  poles  up  under  my  fingernails. 

Until  I  ski  a  bit  more  or  perhaps  keep 
lift  tickets  over  the  summer  and  display  them 
next  season  I  don't  think  I'll  ever  consider 
myself  a  New  England  skier.  Then  again.  I 
could  try  to  get  a  law  passed  banning  public 
lift  ticket  displaying,  at  least  off  the  slopes. 


By  Steven  Vogelsang 


Diminishing 


I  received  a  grave  letter  from  the  Com- 
mittee to  Save  Student  Aid  which  seems  to 
have  formed  due  to  the  President's  intent  to 
cut  back  on  financial  aid  for  students  in  the 
upcoming  year,  i  was  disturbed  to  find  out  that 
as  education  sutlers,  the  defense  budget  will 
prosper.  What  has  happened  to  the  mentality 
of  our  government  and  even  our  country  as  a 
whole?  I  think  it  can  be  attributed  greatly  to 
a  loss  of  unified  thinking  and  has  become  an 
issue  of  diminishing  dreams.  As  times  grow 
harder,  it  is  so  much  easier  to  crawl  into  a 
hole  and  forget  there  is  a  world  out  there  that 
needs  you  as  much  as  it  needs  every  other 
member. 

How  long  will  our  society  play  this  game 
of  withdrawal?  In  order  to  exist  as  our  fore- 
fathers dreamed  we  would,  society  must  be 
willing  to  give  and  take  depending  on  the 
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Who's 
Representing 

Who?? 

As  you  can  see,  this  issue  of  the  Fitch- 
burg  State  College  newspaper  is  out.  By  reading 
the  front  page  of  this  issue  you'll  hear  both 
sides  of  the  story,  ours  and  the  Student 
Government  Association's. 

Personally  I  never  understood  what  the 
SGA  represented,  so  I  opened  up  the  Student 
Handbook  and  under  the  Section  of  Student 
Activities,  Clubs  and  Organizations  I  read  this: 

"The  purpose  of  the  Association  is  to  en- 
courage responsibility  and  cooperation  in  demo- 
cratic self-government;  to  form  an  official  body 
for  expressing  the  judgements  of  the  students 
and  fostering  the  activities  and  matters  of 
general  student  interest;  to  secure  and  desend 
the  rights  and  freedoms  necessary  for  our  full 
participation  in  the  educational  process;  to 
insure  the  civil  rights  of  the  membership;  to 
promote  full  understanding  and  cooperation 
among  the  students,  the  faculty,  and  the  ad- 
ministration in  order  to  further  the  welfare  of 
the  college ." 

This  definition  of  the  SGA.  is  printed 
not  once  but  twice  in  the  Student  Handbook 
It  states  that,  "All  full-time  students  enrolled 
at  Fitchburg  State  College  are  members  of 
SGA"  I'm  not  quite  sure  what  being  a  mem- 
ber of  SGA.  involves  but  if  I'm  a  member,  I'm 
not  happy  with  my  association's  performance. 

I  do  understand  I  voted  for  certain  people 
to  fill  certain  positions  but  whether  they 
".  .  .  defend  the  rights  and  freedoms  neces- 
sary for  our  full  participation  in  the  educational 
process,.  .  "  is  debatable.  To  me,  full  par- 
ticipation in  the  educational  process  involves 
the  publication  of  a  student  newspaper  that 
informs  the  student  body  and  gives  them  a 
chance  to  express  their  ideas.  I  feel  the  stu- 
dents on  this  campus  need  to  know  certain 
things  that  will  have  an  effect  on  their  lives  so 
they  can  make  the  decisions  that  will  make 
their  educational  process  easier.  The  state- 
ment, "...  to  insure  the  civil  rights  of  the 
membership,.  .  ."  is  also  an  interesting  one. 
Although  we  all  remember  trying  to  memorize 
the  amendments  to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  the 
SGA.  seems  to  have  forgotten  the  first  one. 
You  remember  now.  the  one  about  free  speech 
and  the  press. 

If  ".  .  .  to  promote  full  understanding  and 
cooperation  among  the  students,  the  faculty, 
and  the  administration  in  order  to  further  the 
welfare  of  the  College."  means  stopping  pub- 
lication of  the  newspaper  I  believe  they  should 
rewrite  their  promo  paragraph.  If  .anyone  is  to 
fully  understand  anything,  a  certain  amount  of 
communication  should  be  used  and  our  com- 
munication to  you  is  this  newspaper. 

The  S.G.A.  should  perhaps  think  and  refer 
back  to  their  purpose  of  being  and  take  action 
with  just  and  reasonable  cause.  Perhaps  then 
it  will  effectively  meet  the  goals  the  author  of 
that  statement  set  for  the  S.G.A.  to  fulfill. 

By  Steve  Vogelsang 


Dreams? 


needs  and  desires  of  the  people  within  that 
society.  We  are  a  great  society  of  taking,  but 
not  much  giving.  As  more  is  taken,  dreams 
no  longer  have  relevance  and  without  dreams, 
morale  diminishes  and  society  becomes  a  group 
of  independent  people  in  a  game  of  survival  of 
the  fittest.  How  sad  that  we  cannot  learn  to 
live  with  one  another  and  help  each  other 
accomplish  all  of  our  dreams  together. 

it  is  time  to  forget  the  past  and  start 
again.  Dream  those  dreams,  build  those  castles 

m  the  sky,  and  give  just  a  nnie  du  more,  edu- 
cation must  exist  in  order  to  make  society  a 
mecca  of  learning,  understanding,  and  dream- 
ing. 

Toby  Wilson 
Leominster 


Out  of  the  ashes  arises 
THE  STROBE. 


TbEjfflSTROBE 
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Hey,  Big  Brother,  Can  You  Spare  a  Dime? 


Fnanaal  A0  'i> 
POCted  10  be  CM  by  "25  10  60  PWCM."  »*) 

Elizabeth  Fonts**.  Fttcnfcurg  Slate  Cottage  s 
FmenciaJ  Aid  OreOo.  «pMrng  on  "Nm 
England  Today  '  Accorcftng  to  Forts**.  m» 
cuts  -*  MMWy  oceui  under  Preaalent 
Reagan  s  budget  pt*n 

AJ  the  Fmanoal  Aid  Program*.  The  P*e 
Program  or  me  Basic  Education*!  Oceonuraiy 
Gram  fBECCa,  Ine  Supplemental  Educational 
OoDortumTY  Gram  (SEOG)  me  Habonat  Descl 
audam  Loan  (NOSU  the  Cossge  Wort  Study 
Program,  and  effacing  mod  students  here  u 
F5C.  aw  Quarsntsad  Siudenj  Loan  iGSU  <M 
be  cm.  accordVig  to  Manna  K  €>ereii  o>  the 
Fnanciai  Aid  OCT**  And  as  student*  par  tne* 


t  year   QSL's  *-•  no  longer  0 


**e  The  Boston  Five  arc  urgrkj  Hudenu  to 
egpr.  ax  the*  loan*    Ai  The  Bdeton  Five 

HELP  and  PLUS  Under  (ha  melP  program  an 


The  ^.US   Program   i 


The  Fltcnouro  Savings  Bank  and 
Worcester  County  Notional  Bar*  both  ( 
HELP  toans  lo  students,  although  PLUS  Ic 


The  MASFAA.  to  ptoiest  further  financial 
an)  cuts  «  sponsoring  a  trip  lo  Washington 
DC  including  a  protest  si  Capitol  Hill  Two 
meetings  ot  MASFAA  member*  and  sluctonls 
riaiv  already  been  hatd.  and  another  meeting 
on  February  10  ai  Worcester  Stale  College  will 


*    Frtiiu. 


Senic  Admmlstri 


MASFAA  IS  hoping  II 


wkujI  Aid  Ottice  here  on 
Hails  Barbara  Achmono. 
«  Soctetavy  lo  Jack  Shoe- 


FSC  is  onry  one  ot  the  many  colleges  mat, 
WW  lest  tha  effects  ol  PiBsJdont  Reagan's 
budget  plan  prompting  ihese  typos  ot  protests, 
and  nrflh  iha  help  ot  mottvalod  students  Con- 
gressmen couk)  be  miiuenced  by  them,  the 
Domi  of  Ihts  tra)  The  repercussions  ol  this 
cm  in  Inancial  aid  mill  defmuery  enact  enroll- 
meni.  classes,  (acuity  and  the  quality  ot  edu- 
cation experienced  here  and  throughout  the 
nanon  with  sludsnls  agoing  harder  lor  the 
money,  and  cottages  cutting  back- 
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by  the  FecnCurg  Cay 


»J  Twmey  >Urimm 

Governor  Edward  King  has  proposed  a  budget  *»»  m  Oecembo.   thai  ho  was  encouraged 

ncrease  ot  app>c«*r*iety  40  mahon  doaars  "let  Iha  admnisi ration  would  suppori  spending 

lor  higher  education   accorOng  to  adnwusii-  "creeses  Ouft  and  members  ud  ol  the  lime 

anon  off**.*    n  amguni,  lo  an  mcraaae  ol  "*t  Gwwa  K«g  app„,«,  roceptrve  to  inat. 

more  than  1 0X  over  ihu  year*  budget  Twenty-  contentions  that  a  substantial  Cudgel  increase 

•gM  Uaaaachusan*  Stale  colleges  and  urn-  "ouW  be  required  to  expand  education  pro- 

••fames  -at  raceme  one  ot  the  largest  par-  »«m*  «n  enotnearng.  health  care    and  high 

carnage  "Creaaaa  n  iha  state  budget  to  be  technology  skua 

c-opoaed  by   Gc-emc*    King,    adm-wiiatlon  On  January   12.  Governor  King  gave  a 

message  on  several  subjects  Including 


One 


me    reautt    ol    heavy    lobfyng    Launched   by  senjanoe.  pertseyng  lo  higher  education  staled 

2f!?l*  k*gh"  EaucOTon  John  B  Outt  •  Oroposal  to,  a  3%  budget  increase    The 

y_^**J-**  "■«■■*    »»■«*   consists  date  Of  the  message  was  approumataty  ten 

lampi  emed  at  King  to  •tempi  Massachusetts  "relive  official*  of  the  10%  hfce  in  higher 

•  from  iha  budget  education    In  a  man*,   ol   lea  day*  Kings 


■  meetings  Ml  King.  Dyfl        changed  Irom  3%  lo  10% 


To  the  Student 
Government  Association 

Due  to  recent  events,  we  have  found  the  student  newspaper  involved  in 
confrontation  with  the  membership  of  the  Student  Government  Association.  The 
center  of  this  controversy  involves  the  name  of  this  paper.  The  Strobe,  This  is 
the  name  chosen  by  the  staff  in  a  voting  principal. 

The  staff  would  now  like  to  assume  full  responsibility  for  failure  to  comply 
with  the  regulations  and  protocols  involved  in  the  process  of  changing  the 
name  of  the  newspaper.  We  accept  the  responsibility.  We  are  the  Strobe. 

While  awaiting  the  legal  priorities  to  resolve,  we  would  like  to  extend  our 
apologies  for  any  inconveniences  that  may  have  risen  from  our  lack  of  com- 
munication. In  the  past  the  S.G.A.  and  college  newspaper  have  not  been  on  the 
best  of  terms.  This  has  manifested  itself  in  the  present  condition. 

The  Strobe  would  like  to  make  the  first  move  in  rectifying  this  situation.  We 
would  like  to  extend  our  hands  in  friendship,  in  the  hopes  that  together  we  can 
see  the  newspaper  become  the  efficient  voice  of  the  college  student  which  it 
is  intended  to  be. 

As  we  are  all  students,  surely  we  are  here  to  learn.  And,  sometimes  we 
learn  by  our  mistakes. 

Because  we  seek  to  improve  our  college  newspaper  we  look  for  your  help 
in  increasing  the  student  awareness  of  college  life. 

Let's  work  together  so  that  we  can  chance  those  age  old  problems  of  ig- 
norance and  apathy  to  awareness  and  responsibility. 

Once  again  we  offer  our  apologies  to  any  and  all  Student  Government 
members  who  feel  any  animosity  towards  the  Strobe  over  events  that  have 
transpired.  We  look  towards  you  to  help  bridge  the  gap  in  our  efforts  towards 
responsible  communication. 

Skip  Dextraze 
Staff  member 
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Issues  arid  the  Law 
Continued  from  page  3 

part  of  the  newspaper's  general  content.  But 
no  matter  how  narrow  the  function  of  the  ad- 
visory board  (which  only  excised  obscenities), 
it  constitutes  a  direct  previous  restraint  t>f  ex- 
pression and'  as  such  there  is  a'  heavy  pre- 
sumption against  its  constitutional  validity." 
Citing  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  in  Bantam 
Books  v.  Sullivan,  the  judge  added,  "It  is  char- 
acteristic of  freedoms  of  expression  in  general 
that  they  are  vulnerable  to  gravely  damaging 
yet  barely  visible  encroachments."  In  the 
case  of  the  newspaper's  title,  Strobe,  major 
alterations  prevaded  the  entire  paper  reflect- 
ing the  new  title  and  its  editorial  and  visual 
policy. 

The  problem  of  funding  and  control  in  stu- 
dent newspapers  has  arisen  in  various  cases-, 
and  the  courts  have  ruled  consistently  that 
funding  is  not  a  license  to  control  content  or 
restrict  First  Amendment  rights.  The  power  to 
allocate  funds  for  student  organizations  flows 
from  the  legislature  down  through  the  college 
administration  to  the  student  government 
which  acts  as  an  agent  in  administering  student 

"The  SGA  is  an  arm  of  the  gov- 
ernment capable  of  yanking  the 
purse  strings  at  any  moment." 

activity  funds.  The  only  practical  differences 
between  President  Hammond  and  the  SGA  in 
exercising  this  control  are  the  ages  of  the  par- 
ticipants. The  power  flows  from  state  enabling 
statutes  governing  student  funds.  In  this  ca- 
pacity, the  SGA  is  fulfilling  the  same  role  as 
President  Hammond  in  1970  and  as  various 
school  boards  in  their  attempts  to  control 
newspapers  by  using  funds  as  one  might  the 
strings  of  a  puppet.  The  SGA  is  an  arm.of  the 
government  capable  of  yanking  the  purse 
strings  at  any  moment  as  it  did  on  February 
10  when  it  called  the  newspaper's  printer  and 
told  him  he  should  stop  the  presses  or  not  be 
paid.  This  was  prior  restraint. 

In  the  previous  Fitchburg  case,  the  court 
found  that  control  over  both  fees  and  funds  for 
student  activities  "imposed  no  duty  on  president 
to  ratify  or  pass  judgment  on  any  particular 
actigities  to  which  they  were  intended  to  be 
applied,  and  once  that  determination  has  been 
made,  expenditure  is  mandatory,"  adding 
further,  "State,  having  fostered  campus  news- 
paper, could  not  impose  arbitrary  restrictions 
on  matters  to  be  communicated."  The  court 
ruled  that  the  college  could  not  impose  an 
editorial  review  board  or  withhold  student  ac- 
tivity funds  as  a  means  of  control.  This  was 
affirmed  and  strengthened  seven  years  later  in 
Gambino  v.  Fairfax  County  School  board  when 
the  judge  noted  "The  extent  of  state  involve- 
ment in  providing  funding  and  facilities  for  the 
Farm  News  (school  newspaper)  does  not 
determine  whether  First  Amendment  rights  are 
applicable."  The  key  in  Gambino  was  the  role 
of  the  paper  as  free  speech  forum. 

"Free  Speech  may  indeed  serve 
its  purpose  best  when  it  induces 
a  condition  of  unrest,  creates  dis- 
satisfaction with  conditions  as 
they  are,  or  even  stirs  people  to 
anger." 

What  the  SGA  failed  or  refused  to  recog- 
nize was  that  its  action  five  been  drastic,  exces- 
sive, and  dangerously  meddlesom  demonstrat- 
ing either  its  ignorance  or  defiance  of  one  of 
the  most   important   principles  of  American 
democracy.  From  the  very  outset,  the  press  in 
America  was  conceived  as  a  primary  instru- 
ment in  overseeing  and  providing  a  forum  for 
criticism  of  government.  It  is  absolutely  es- 
sential that  the  press,  whether  it  be  the  New 
York  Times  or  the  Fitchburg  State  College 
newspaper,    be    independent    from    editorial 
control  by  government.  As  Justice  William  O. 
Douglas  of  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  said  in 
Terminiello  v.  City  of  Chicago,  "A  function  of 
free  speech  under  our  system  of  government  is 
to  invite  dispute.  It  may  indeed  best  serve  its 
purpose  when  it  induces  a  condition  of  unrest, 
creates  dissatisfaction  with  conditions  as  they 
are,  or  even  stirs  people  to  anger.  Speech  is 
often  provocative  and  challenging.  It  may  strike 
at  prejudices  and  preconceptions  and  have 
profound  unsettling  effects  as  it  presses  for  ac- 
ceptance of  an  idea.  That  is  why  freedom  of 
speech,  though  not  absolute,  is  nevertheless 
protected  against  censorship  or  punishment, 
unless  shown  likely  to  produce  a  clear  and 
present  danger  of  a  seious  substantive  evil  that 
rises  far  above  public  inconvenience,  annoy- 
ance, or  unrest."  I  would  suggest  that  the  Fitch- 
burg State  College  Strobe  poses  no  such  sub- 
stantive evil. 
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Med.  Tech  Club  vs.  SGA 

Confusion  Causes  Funding  Problems 


By  Laura  Marshall 

Many  clubs  and  organizations  on  the 
Fitchburg  State  College  campus  have  had 
misunderstandings  and  communication  pro- 
blems with  the  Fitchburg  State  Student  Govern- 
ment Association. 

Due  to  a  lack  of  communication  between 
the  Medical  Technology  Club  and  the  Fitchburg 
State  Student  Government  Association  mis- 
understandings have  led  to  larger  problems 
with  their  SGA  controlled  budget.  According  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  Med.  Tech.  Club,  Kim 
Voisine,  the  club  is  very  concerned  about  its 
budget  for  next  year,  or  rather-  its  lack  of  a 
budget. 

This  fall  the  Med.  Tech.  Club  took  a  trip 
to  Sturbridge  for  a  Med.  Tech.  Convention. 
Their  budget  allows  $22  for  gas  for  this  trip. 
The  voucher  was  submitted  to  SGA  for  reim- 
bursement of  gas  money  before  the  semester 
break.  Upon  returning  to  campus  this  semester, 
Voisine  found  a  note,  in  her  mailbox,  stating 
that  the  money  could  not  be  reimbursed  with- 
out a  receipt.  The  note  was  signed  Sandra 
Bedard,  Assistant  Treasurer.  She  had  had  no 
previous  contact  with  Ms.  Bedard,  having  dealt 
with  the  former  SGA  treasurer,  Brian  Bowen. 
Voisine  stated  that  she  was  not  aware  that  a 
receipt  was  necessary  since  the  money  was 
allotted  in  the  budget  for  the  annual  convention. 

This  was  just  one  misunderstanding  that 
occurred  last  fall.  Voisine  also  received  a  letter 
informing  her  of  a  meeting  between  SGA 
treasurer,  Brian  Bowen,  and  all  club  treasurers. 
This  letter  was  received  the  day  after  the  meet- 


ing was  held.  Ms.  Voisine  said,  "I  check  my 
mailbox  everyday.  I  would  have  attended  the 
meeting  if  I'd  known  about  it  and,  as  far  as  I 
know,  there  was  only  that  one  meeting  last  fall, 
'81 ".  She  was  told  by  Mr.  Bowen,  upon  assum- 
ing her  position  as  Med.  Tech.  treasurer,  that 
those  who  attended  these  meetings  would  be 
given  the  most  consideration  for  SGA  funds. 
She  was  also  told  that  it  is  SGA  policy  to  fin- 
ancially support  the  most  active  clubs.  More 
money  is  given  for  more  activities.  She  also 
understood  it  to  be  SGA  policy  to  cut  money 
not  used  in  a  year  out  of  the  next  year's  budget 
and  that  the  budget  is  split  between  semesters. 
Extra  money  from  the  fall  does  not  carry  over 
to  the  spring  but  is  cut  from  the  year's  budget. 

This  year,  due  to  such  a  budget  cut,  the 
Med.  Tech.  Club  used  money  allotted  them 
for  speakers  in  order  to  have  their  annual  ice 
cream  social,  welcoming  freshmen  members. 
"The  Social  has  been  a  tradition  for  at  least  the 
last  3  years,"  said  Ms.  Voisine,  "and  this  year 
it  was  not  in  our  budget.  I  don't  know  why." 

The  Med.  Tech.  Club  is  now  concerned 
about  its  '82-'83  budget,  "having  missed  that 
meeting  and  not  officially  used  the  gas  money, 
I'm  afraid  we'll  probably  have  only  $30  to 
spend  next  fall  compared  to  $52  we  had  this 
fall,"  said  Ms.  Voisine.  She  added,  "We  won't 
be  able  to  do  anything  with  that  amount  and 
not  being  an  overly  active  club,  we  probably 
won't  be  appropriated  more  money  to  become 
such  a  club.  It's  an  endless  circle." 

Sandra  Bedard,  SGA  treasurer,  was  not 
available  for  comment. 


ACC  Meeting  Characterized 
By  Long  Discussions 

Further  Discussion  Required  on 
Gen.  Ed.  Plan 


Revision  of  General  Education  curriculum  still  being  debated  by  FSC  All  College 
Committee.  Pictured  is  Dr.  Barry  Light.  Photograph  by  Peter  Reynolds 


By  Patricia  West 

Thirteen  members  of  the  Fitchburg  State 
All  College  Committee  met  Tuesday,  March  16 
in  order  to  discuss  many  important  issues,  both 
old  and  new,  but  after  a  lengthy  meeting  many 
controversial  issues  were  left  undiscussed.  In- 
stead, the  members  were  forced  to  postpone 
discussion  until  the  March  meeting  of  the  ACC. 

Among  the  topics  discussed  was  the  re- 
vision of  the  General  Education  curriculum. 
This  revision  will  include  many  adjustments  in 
the  present  curriculum  as  outlined  in  the  Un- 
dergraduate Catalog.  Because  of  the  disputable 
pature  of  this  proposal,  the  ACC  has  decided 
to  familiarize  the  college  community  with  the 


General  Education  revision  at  a  meeting  March 
10,  1982.  Both  students  and  faculty  will  be 
able  to  make  amendments  and  suggestions  re- 
garding the  proposal.  It  is  not  until  after  this 
meeting  that  the  ACC  will  take  action  on  the 
proposal. 

Other  discussions  at  the  ACC  meeting 
concerned  different  academic  policies,  such 
as  the  redefining  of  academic  standing,  which 
would  define  class  rank  by  semester  along  with 
standards  set  by  cummulative  grade  averages. 
Also  discussed  was  the  definition  of  satisfactory 
academic  progress,  which  would  be  recorded 
according  to  semester  hours. 

All  meetings  of  the  ACC  are  open  to 
everyone. 


CAMPUS  VACATION  ASSOCIATIONS 


presents 


rdabte 


Stude 


ntVa 


cation 


1.VT! 


SPRING  BREAK  '82 


DAYTONA  BEACH  $114  FJ.  LAUDERDALE  $129 


Above  Rates  Include  7  Nights  Lodging  at  Deluxe  Oceanfront  Hotels 
Optional  j 


$QQ  ROUNDTRIP  TRANSPORTATION  TO 

J  J    FT     lilincpnAlF    *r,A    TIAVTOWA    RF 


FT.  LAUDERDALE  and  *DAYTONA  BEACH 


Departures:  •  New  York  •  Phil.  (Metro)  •  Wash.  DC  •  Harrisburgh 

•  Boston  •  Providence  •  Albany  NY  •  Binghamton  NY  •  Hartford 

•  Many  Campus  Departures  Available 
Add  $15  for  Upstate  NY  and  New  England  Departures 

*FREE  Disney  World  Transportation  Excursions 

AH  Rates  are  subject  to  an  $  18  Tax  and  Service  Charge 

For  Further  Information  &  Reservations  Contact  Your  Campus  Vacation  Associations  Representative: 


Leslie  Downer  345-41 70 


McCami's 

Foot  Kook 

377  Main  St. 
fitchburg,  MA 


KangaROOS 


10%  discount  on 


KangaROOS  sneakers 
I  with  this  ad 

until  March  15, 1982 

! 


(Must  have  F.S.C.  I.D.) 

Designer  Shoes  available 

•  Pierre  Cardin 

•  Playboy 
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Student  Government 
Association  Minutes 

The  SGA  has  worked  a  rough  draft  of  a 
Student  Bill  of  Rights  and  Responsibilities  It 
covers  areas  such  as  dormatories,  student 
publications,  clubs  and  rights  in  the  classroom. 

A  candidate's  hour  is  being  planned  for 
April  26.  The  political  action  committee  would 
like  to  have  the  candidates  for  governor  meet 
and  explain  their  platforms  to  FSC 

The  SGA  has  a  new  treasurer  and  assistant 
treasurer.  When  former  treasurer.  Brian 
Bowen,  left  the  position,  assistant  treasurer 
Sandy  Bedard  stepped  up.  Brenda  Bienvenue 
was  named  as  the  new  SGA  assistant  treasurer. 

The  appointment  of  Jean  Mitchell  was  ap- 
proved by  the  SGA  as  representative  of  the 
class  of  1983. 

Some  members  of  the  SGA  lobbied 
Washington.  DC.  along  with  other  students 
from  around  the  country  Feb.  28  -  March  2. 
The  students  lobbied  against  cuts  in  financial 
aid. 

The  SGA  also  voted  against  supporting 
the  All  College  Committee  proposal  to  increase 
the  time  between  classes  from  ten  to  fifteen 
minutes.  The  reason  for  the  proposal  was  to 
allow  more  time  for  students  to  go  to  and  return 
from  McKay. 

Trica  Disisto  was  named  as  a  represent- 
ative for  Nancy  Scannel,  V.P.  of  Aubuchon  Hall. 


Mon.,  Mar.  1  -  Nomination  papers 
available  for  SGA  elections.  President's 
Open  House  Pres.  Conference  Room  - 
3:30-5  PM.. 


Hnterested  in  becoming  an  active  member 
of  THE  STROBE?  Meetings  are  held  every 
Thursday  at  1:30  p  m.  Everyone  is  welcome 
to  attend. 


THE  STROBE  UPDATE  section  is  a  forum  for  clubs,  classes,  activities,  etc. 
Share  what  has  happened  on  campus  and  what  will  happen  on  campus.  This 
includes  happenings  in  the  Fitchburg  area  as  well.  This  is  a  way  to  inform  the 
community  and  let  them  become  involved.  Send  UPDATE  information  to  THE 
STROBE  before 'ITISrcH    30  •  KeeP  in  mind  tnat  tne  next  issue  wi"  be  Printed 

Thursday  aprilT 


Black  History  Month 

By  Steven  Vogelsang 

Human  Relations  Day  -  Saturday,  Feb. 
27  closed  out  the  month  long  celebration  of 
Black  History  Month 

Throughout  February  the  Cultural  Society 
had  organized  several  events  accenting  the 
History  of  Blacks.  A  display  on  the  ground 
floor  of  the  Hammond  Building  started  off  the 
month  with  a  visual  look  at  prominent  blacks 
and  countries  where  blacks  are  important. 

Two  "Speaking  out  loud"  sessions  staged 
stories,  poetry,  song  and  drama  that  is  im- 
portant to  Black  History  and  all  interested  at- 
tended A  "Speak  Up"  session  focused  on  the 
current  problems  of  sexism,  racism  and  some 
of  the  issues  were  dramatically  presented, 
giving  the  session  a  realistic  touch. 

Human  Relations  Day  was  jam  packed 
with  events  that  united  all  people.  At  noon  a 
coffee  and  donut  get  together  took  place  in 
G  lobby  for  all  involved  to  meet  and  get  to 
know  one  another. 

State  Representative  Mel  King  and  Boston 
School  Committee  member  Jean  McGuire  dis- 
cussed the  roles  and  problems  they  face  in  a 
lecture  series,  which  was  followed  by  an  In- 
ternational Buffet  where  ethnic  food  could  be 
sampled. 

Finally  a  musical  play  by  "Ensemble  One" 
will  present  a  look  at  teenage  and  adult  suicide 
and  how  the  problem  can  be  dealt  with.  The 
play,  "Like  Diamonds  Sparkling  in  the  Sun" 
was  performed  in  percival  auditorium  begin- 
ning at  5  p.m.  and  closed  Black  History  month, 
month. 


Awareness 
Group 

Jewish  Family  and  Children's  Service  is 
running  an  Awareness  Group  for  Children  of 
Holocaust  Survivors.  The  group  is  designed  for 
individuals  to  share  feelings,  ideas  and  beliefs 
in  a  small  group  of  people.  Participants  deter- 
mine the  issues  the  group  explores. 

A  senior  social  worker  from  JF&CS  with 
extensive  individual  and  group  experience 
leads  the  Awareness  Group,  which  consists  of 
eight  1  Vi-hour  sessions. 

Anyone  interested  should  contact  Ida 
Mann  at  the  Jewish  Family  and  Children's 
Service  West  office,  36  Washington  St.,  Wel- 
lesley  Hills,  MA.  235-8997. 


Interested  in  a 
Psychology  Minor 


There  was  a  mandatory  meeting  for 
all  students  who  wished  to  minor  in  Psychology 
on  THURSDAY,  MARCH  4,  1982  at  1:30  PM 
(All  College  Period),  in  Percival  Hall,  room  4. 
At  this  meeting,  requirements  for  minoring  in 
Psychology  were  discussed  as  well  as  the 
process  of  declaring  oneself  as  a  candidate  for 
a  minor  in  Psychology. 


English/History  Club 

On  Thursday,  the  18th  of  Feb.  at  1:30  in 
T202  the  English/History  Club  met  to  discuss 
the  purpose  and  name  of  the  club  and  the  future 
plans  for  the  club. 

At  the  last  meeting,  officers  were  voted 
in.  James  Moore  and  Elizabeth  Ashton  were 
elected  co-chairpeople.  Steven  Congram  was 
elected  Treasurer  and  Cheryl  Norris  was  elected 
secretary.  They  also  decided  to  hold  their  first 
event  -  a  celebration  dinner  at  Tweeds  on- 
Thursday,  the  25th  of  Feb.  at  6:00  p.m. 
v-.z  1 1       ,  '    "     ■ 
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sponsored  by  the  Glass  Of  mb  PM  at  ! 
Weston  Auditorium. 
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Thurs.,  April  1 
and  Friends  2:30  PM 
torium. 


•  Carol   Sickul 

Percival  Audi- 


"THEME  —  PROBLEM  SOLVING  AS  A  TEAM' ' 

By  Amy  Bonvouloir 

The  Ropes  Confidence  Course  is  one  of 
the  newest  additions  to  FSC.  Earlier  this  year, 
several  FSC  students  participated  in  Confidence 
Courses  at  other  New  England  schools  and  en- 
joyed it  so  much  they  wanted  one  of  their 
own. 

FSC's  Course  was  led  by  Chris  Hammond 
with*"Project  Adventure."  "Project  Adventure" 
is  an  outreach  of  the  group  "Outward  Bound" 
whose  theme  is  "outdoor  education  through 
Adventure"  (also  the  theme  of  FSC's  Outing 
Club).  Chris  acted  mostly  as  a  consultant  on 
the  Course,  since  he  has  assisted  in  the  con- 
struction of  10  other  Courses  around  Mass- 
achusetts. 

The  Course  was  designed  to  "build  group 
cohesiveness"  and  it's  theme  -  "problem  solv- 
ing as  a  team."  This  was  the  motivation  be- 
hind the  groups  who  have  used  the  Course  - 
the  Access  Staff,  the  R.A.'s,  and  the  faculty 
of  the  Student  Life  Office.  Everyone  involved 
felt  that  working  together  to  complete  the 
Ropes  Confidence  Course  developed  group 
closeness,  initiative,  and  group  problem-solving 
abilities. 

The  Course  is  located  in  the  Athletic 
Complex  at  the  Right  Field  Woods.  Some 
features  include  test  air-craft  wire,  tires,  12  ft. 
walls,  and  trust  (!)  walls.  The  rules  for  the 
Course  are  as  follows: 

1.  Any  organization  on  campus  may  apply 
for  usage. 

2.  The  organization  must  have  a  qualifed 
Ropes  instructor  for  a  leader. 

3.  The  college  community  is  urged  not  to 
go  without  proper  authority,  as  the  Course 
can  be  difficult  and  dangerous. 


Have  3a,  problem?  Lost  something?  Con-,. 
;  fused  about  a  grade?  About  a  course?  Aboutr 
/  registratjon?.About  housing?  Any  red-tape  rut? 
Well,  breathe  easier. 

Write  to  The  Red  Tape  Bureau   c/o  of 
THE  STROBE  and  our  staff  will  do  its'  best, 
to  cut  through  the  red  tape  to  get  you  a  clue,  - 
a  solution,  an  answer. 
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artsientertainment 


Sunday 
Night  Pub 

A 

BIG 
HIT 

By  Susan  Abbott  &  Lisa  O'Donnell 

Every  Sunday  from  8  p.m.  until  1 1  p.m.  the 
Programs  Committee  sponsors  a  coffeehouse 
in  the  Pub.  This  semester  they  are  enjoying  a 
sudden,  well-deserved  popularity.  The  first  per- 
former was  Marty  Bear  from  New  York  and  the 
Pub  was  packed  for  this  energetic  singer.  His 
songs  dealt  with  the  serious  as  well  as  the 
humorous  and  his  comical  anecdotes  en- 
hanced the  whole  night.  Everyone  enjoyed 
Marty  and  at  intermission  he  was  mobbed  with 
autograph  requests  and  record  orders.  The 
next  Sunday  the  Pub  was  again  filled  to  hear 
Stephen  Forgione  or  better  known  as  Fuji,  play 
the  guitar  and  harmonica.  His  music  was  varied 
with  selections  by  artists  such  as  Dan  Fogel- 
berg,  Joe  Jackson,  Neil  Young,  and  many 
others.  The  audience  seemed  to  be  very  at- 
tentive, partly  due  to  the  artist's  musical 
ability  and  partly  due  to  the  attractiveness  of 
the  artist. 

The  coffeehouses  offer  a  variety  of  music 
and  refreshments  which  all  add  to  the  friendly 
atmosphere  and  the  social  spirit. 

Arts  and  Entertainment  is  looking  for  readers  to  submit  film,  record,  tele- 
vision, theatre,  concert  reviews  or  articles.  Everyone  is  encouraged  to  submit. 

OPSCAN 
on  Local  TV 


FSC  Students 
Produce 
Cable  Show 

By  Lori  French 

The  Commercial  and  Public  Broadcasting 
classes  at  Fitchburg  State  College  are  pro- 
ducing "Opscan"  a  thirty  minute  news  and 
entertainment  magazine  on  the  Montachuseti 
Cable  Companys  channel  3  every  Thursday 
night  at  7:30.  Opscan  is  a  half  hour  magazine 
of  documentaries,  personality  profiles,  organi- 
zational activities,  and  historical  information, 
and  will  air  until  May  12. 

The  students  in  the  Commercial  and. 
Public  Broadcasting  classes  are  responsible 


for  the  entire  show  which  includes  content,  set 
design,  music,  filming,  production  and  advertis- 
ing. From  all  this  work  the  students  receive 
their  grades  for  the  course  and  get  first  hand 
experience.  Mark  Irwin  and  Art  Krauss  are  the 
"advisers"  to  the  34  students,  and  aside  from 
advice  and  suggestions,  the  students  do  it  all. 

If  you  have  access  to  cable  TV  and  you 
want  to  watch  a  really  informative,  well-con- 
structed show,  tune  in  to  "Opscan"  and  see 
for  yourself  the  creativity  of  FSC  students. 


ampus 

enter 

inema 


Brian's  Song  and 
Love  Story 


On  March  6th,  the  tears  were  rolling  as 
we  were  hit  with  a  super  double  header 
Love  Story  and  Brian's  Song.  Love  Story  Stars 
AN  McGrath  and  Ryan  O'Neill  in  their  memor- 
able appearance  which  evoked  a  tear  and 
a  smile  from  any  red-blooded  America.  Brian 
Song,  the  story  of  a  pro  football  player  struck 
down  in  his  prime  with  cancer.  It  is  the  story  of 
a  unique  and  heart  warming  friendship  between 
himself  and  another  player.  Both  movies  have 
won  numerous  awards  and  stand  as  the  high 
point  of  the  Campus  Center  Cinema.  The 
movies  will  be  shown  in  the  CCLH  at  3:30 
and  7:00,  respectively. 


Lady  Sings  the  Blues 


Last  on  this  weeks  list  was  Lady  Sings  The 
Blues  in  which  Diana  Ross  portrays  the  blues 
singer  Billie  Holiday.  Billie's  story  is  unique 
from  being  born  to  a  13  year  old  mother,  be- 
coming a  prostitute  and  finally,  the  great  singer 

she  was.  I  highly  recommended  this  movie  as 

it  was  one  of  the  best  I'd  ever  seen. 

highly  recommend  this  movie  as  it  was  one  of 

the  best  I'd  ever  seen. 
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NOW,  PftEP*R£  TV 
WTTN6tf*  ThC  MOST  AWE- 
SCMB  THREAT  OF  ALL..' 


strobe  trivia  contest 


Due  to  unconstitutional  circumstances  beyond  our  control,  publication  of  the  last  issue 
of  the  STROBE  was  delayed  and  because  of  that,  no  answers  have  been  received  from  the 
last  quiz.  So  we  go  on  anyway.  The  winner  and  both  solutions  (this  week  and  last  week's)  will 
be  printed  next  issue. 

Important  note:  This  semester  (last  issue  on)  no  T-shirt  will  be  given  out  unless  five  or 
more  entries  are  received.  Period.  All  entries  should  be  sent  to  Box  1 71 5  by  Tuesday  following 
distribution  of  the  STROBE.  Include  your  Box  #,  name,  and  T-shirt  size. 


OfTWBILV/BOe 

cmsrm  academy 

IN  PICKENS,  SOUTH 
CAHOUNA.. 


Who  is  Jon  Arbuckle? 

He's  coached  the  Washington  Redskins,  been  an  American  Ambassador,  and  was  held 

hostage  in  Iran.  Who  is  he? 

What  is  the  last  name  of  Lucy  and  Linus? 

True  or  False:  Dick  Tracy  is  a  grandfather. 

What  is  a  Shmoo? 

What  comic  character  was  played  by  Jay  North  in  an  old  TV  series? 

Describe  a  "Dagwood"  sandwich. 

Popeyes  comic  strip  was  originally  called  what? 

Which  comic  character  favors  snooker,  pubs,  and  a  rough  game  of  football? 
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I'M  ©OlNGTOASKTHE  MANAGER  TO  j 
CHECKOUT  THE  SUITE... TO  MAKE 
CERTAIN  SHE*  MOTTHERE ' 


p*E?< 
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this  is  going  to  be  tough.  Find  the  funniest  Nancy  strip  you  can  and  relay  the 
basic  idea  to  us  (who  said  what  in  what  panel,  any  visual  additions  necessary 
to  the  idea  of  the  strip)  or  better  yet,  just  send  a  copy.  Tiebreak  winner  only  will 
be  judged  by  a  STROBE  panel  (probably  in  the  Pub).  Added  criterium:  the  strip 
must  be  funny  (we  said  it  was  tough). 


INNER  -VISIONS 

ALONE  NOT  LONELY 
People  by  themselves  or  in  groups 
are  continually  being  lost  in  the  crowd. 
I  can't  become  one  of  them. 
How  can  they  lose  their  concept  of  self? 
A  group  blends  into  one. 
How  can  they  let  this  be  done7 
Not  I! 

I  will  never  let  this  happen  to  me 
Because  I  like  you  was  born  to  be  free. 
ALONE...  NOT  LONELY! 


CONFUSION 
Is  there  a  cure  for  confusion? 
Those  lonely  thoughts  that  are 
embedded  in  one's  mind. 
Fear," doubt  and  anxiety  in  habit  my  brain. 
These  fears  produce  an  abundance  of  pain. 
I  can  contorl  all  my  emotions  except  confusion. 
It  is  too  vast  to  explain. 
Mine  way  be  different  from  your. 
No  one  can  understand  mine,  yours 
or  our  confusion. 
Not  even  ourselves. 


A  though  is  synonymous  to  a  wave, 
for  without  it  the  tide  cannot  flow 
rhythmically. 


PILL 
There  was  a  time  in  my  life, 

When  the  world  stood  still 
At  that  one  simple  swallow 

of  the  everlasting  pill. 
Life  was  so  easy 

Not  a  care  in  the  world. 


WANTED: 


ARTISTS,  CRAFTY  PEOPLE,  AND  GNOMES 
(THAT'S  GNOMES)  TO  INSTRUCT  MINICOURSES 
SUCH  AS... 


MIXOLOGY,ROLLER  SKATING,WEAVING 
CANDLE  MAKING,RUG  HOOKING, 
DRAWING,  COPPER  ENAMELING,ETC. 

-j  ritchtmrg  state  college 


CRAFTSc^^CENTER 


IF  YOU'RE  INTERESTED,  COME  AND  SEE  US 
AND  SHARE  YOUR  TALENTS!!! 
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'Sports  Report 


FSC  Hockey: 
Walking  on 

Thin  Ice 


By  Doug  Desjardins 

A  three  goal  outburst  in  less  than  three 
minutes  during  the  second  period  proved  to  be 
the  edge  needed  for  the  FSC  hockey  team  as 
they  knocked  off  Division  II  Saint  Anselms 
College  in  a  recent  contest  at  the  Landry  Arena 
in  Fitchburg. 

After  an  exciting  but  close  first  period, 
Fitchburg  exploded  midway  through  the  second 
period  with  the  score  tied  2-2.  Freshman  John 
"Dexter"  Letorneau  scored  off  a  John  Ward, 
David  Lowe  assist  to  give  Fitchburg  the  lead 
back.  Just  13  second  later,  Steve  Grimes  lit  the 
lamp  with  Paul  Duplessis  and  Jamie  Farmer 
drawing  the  assists.  Fitchburg  wasn't  done  yet, 
though,  with  Letorneau  scoring  his  seconcLgoal 
of  the  period  two  minutes  later  on  an  assist 
from  Duplessis  to  give  the  Falcons  a  seemingly 
comfortable  5-2  lead. 

But  the  monentum  began  to  change  later 
in  the  period,  with  Saint  Anselm's  reeling  off 
more  close  shots  on  net.  These  good  chances 
paid  off  as  they  scored  twice  late  in  the  period 
and  were  right  back  in  the  game  after  two 


Women  Hoopsters 
Roll  Over 

Nichols:  Sluyski's 
16  points  pace  Falcons 

The  FSC  Women's  Basketball  Team  re- 
bounded from  a  mediocre  first  half  of  play  to 
register  a  come  from  behind  victory  over 
Nichols  College  by  a  score  of  45-38  on  Feb. 
9th. 

"It  was  our  best  game  of  the  year  de- 
fensively", praised  coach  Randy  Young,  "and 
Krystyn  Sluyski  definitely  played  her  best  game 
of  the  season." 

Coach  Young's  words  rang  true  in  de- 
scribing the  Falcons  performance  this  night, 
coming  to  life  after  falling  behind  by  8  in  the 


Athlete  of  the 

Fortnight: 
Krystyn  Sluyski 

The  Falcon  guard  recently  led  the  FSC 
women  hoopsters  to  an  upset  victory  over 
Nichols  College.  Sluyski  turned  in  what  coach 
Randy  Young  considered  to  be  her  finest  per- 
formance of  the  season.  Krystyn  tore  down 
5  rebounds,  added  5  assists,  and  struck  for  a 
game  high  16  points,  including  5  straight 
baskets  in  the  second  half. 


Falcons  Lose  3  of  4  in  2  Week  Stretch 


w 

L 

Men's  Basketball 

6 

16 

Hockey 

8 

11 

Women's  Basketball 

7 

16 

perioas. 

The  third  period  featured  very  exciting 
action  and  both  goaltenders  fine  play  kept  the 
game  close  to  the  very  end. 

The  Falcons  scored  what  proved  to  be  the 
winning  goal  at  16:41  as  Steve  Grimes  drove 
home  the  game  winner  on  assists  from  Morgan 
and  Andrews,  to  give  FSC  a  6-4  lead 


first  half  and  coming  out  of  the  locKerroom 
trailing  by  a  score  of  26-18.  Sluyski  provided 
the  inspiration  and  plenty  of  points  in  the  early 
going,  pouring  in  5  consecutive  baskets  along 
with  tenacious  defensive  play.  The  rest  of  the 
defense  also  got  into  the  clampdown  holding 
the  formerly  potent  Nichols  offense  to  a  mere 
12  points  during  the  second  half.  The  Falcons 
took  over  the  lead  midway  through  the  fourth 
quarter  to  cruise  to  their  7th  victory  of  the 
season. 

Tricia  Williamson  and  Betty  Darling  netted 
14  and  10  points  for  Fitchburg,  respectively. 

FSC  Women 
Fall  to 
Boston  State 

Boston  State's  nationally  ranked  women's 
basketball  team  came  into  town  on  Tuesday 
February  9  to  bury  FSC's  women  hoopsters 
by  a  score  of  53-34.  A  crowd  of  about  250 
populated  the  Parkinson  Gym  to  see  a  powerful 
Boston  State  jump  out  to  an  early  lead  and 
never  lookback. 

Betty  Darling  and  Tricia  Williamson  man- 
aged to  keep  Fitchburg  close  for  awhile,  the 
pair  netting  12  and  8  points,  respectively.  But 
the  duet's  performance  wasn't  quite  enough 
for  the  Falcons,  who  fell  to  their  16th  loss 
against  7  victories. 

Boston  State  rattled  off  their  15th  win 
of  the  season  against  only  3  losses. 


Js  Every  Step  cmA*)ony< 

%  el 


Anyone  interest  in  submitting  articles 
information,  or  photos  pertaining  to  sports, 
exercise,  nutrition,  and/or  health,  please  direct 
your  material  to  THE  STROBE  SPORTS  REPORT. 


Photograph  by  John  Hall 


With  time  running  out  for  St.  Anselms, 
they  opted  to  pull  their  goaltender  for  a  sixth 
skater.  The  strategy  worked  right  away  as  they 
scored  almost  immediately  to  make  it  6-5.  But 
FSC  managed  to  control  the  puck  for  the  re- 
maining few  seconds  and  skated  off  with  a  very 
big  win. 

The  Falcons  took  on  Bentley  College  a  few 


days  later  but  the  outcome  wasn't  as  satis- 
factory this  time  as  Bentley  scored  with  eight 
seconds  left  in  the  game  to  hand  FSC  a  heart- 
breaking 3-2  loss.  The  Game  was  one  of  the 
best  played  of  the  season  by  Fitchburg  as  they 
skated  right  with  Bentley  and  got  their  share 
of  scoring  chances. 

FSC  got  another  superb  effort  trom  goal- 
tender  Ron  Bereszniewicz  who  turned  back 
34  Bentley  shots,  many  of  them  tough  ones. 

Fitchburg  opened  the  scoring  in  the  first 
period  with  Gerry  Gilmartin  scoring  from  Tom 
Morrisey  and  Mike  Getchell  on  a  power  play. 

Bentley  tied  it  up  midway  through  penoo~2~ 
but  just  5  minutes  later  Gilmartin  put  the  Fal- 
cons ahead  again  with  assists  from  Getchell 
and  Paul  Duplessis.  Bentley  tied  ii  up  ayain 
before  the  period  ended  and  then  got  the  win- 
ner with  eight  second  left  in  the  game. 

The  Falcon  six  also  lost  games  to  Boston 
State  4-3,  and  to  New  Hampshire  College  5-1 . 

Their  record  is  now  8-1 1-1  overall,  6-8-1  in 
Division  III  play  and  3-4  in  conference. 


"Health  Works  '82" 


Oh,rry    ■ 
aching  back! 
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"Health  Works  '82,"  a  series  of  com- 
munity-based health  fairs  to  be  held  throughout 
Massachusetts,  March  15-21 . 

"Health  Works  '82"  follows  last  year's 
tremendous  success  with  "Health  Works," 
88  health  fairs  that  serviced  over  23,000  people 
in  Massachusetts. 

At  a  time  when  medical  care  is  becoming 
more  complex  and  costly,  "Health  Works  '82" 
sponsors  (Shawmut  Banks,  WCVB-TV,  WHDH 
Radio,  the  American  Red  Cross  and  the  National 
Health  Screening  Council  for  Volunteer  Or- 
ganizations, Inc.)  seek  to  make  health  care  as 
convenient  and  accessible  by  bringing  the 
health  fairs  to  work  sites,  churches,  shopping 
malls,  community  center,  hospitals,  health 
centers,  etc. 

All  "Health  Works  '82"  sites  will  offer  a 
$7.00  blood  chemistry  test  that  screens  for 
diabetes,  cholesterol,  triglycerides,  kidney  and 
liver  disease,  gout  and  thyroid  problems,  a 
work-up  that  could  cost  over  $100  at  other 
health  care  facilities. 

Many  of  the  health  fairs  will  also  offer 
free  pap  smears,  oral  cancer  screening,  self 
breast  exam,  glaucoma  screening  and  podiatry, 
among  other  services. 

The  Health  Fair's  primary  focus  is  on 
health  education.  Each  site  will  offer  free 
medical  screening  and  basic  health  mainten- 
ance information.  The  basic  screenings  include: 
height,  weight,  blood  pressure,  anemia  and 
vision.  Other  services  include:  health  exhibits, 
demonstration,  individual  review  and  referral. 

The  health  fair  concept  has  become  some- 
thing of  a  national  phenonmenon.  In  the  spring 
of  1980  alone,  fairs  were  conducted  in  16 
cities  where  more  than  $50  million  of  free 
medical  care  was  provided  to  over  400,000 
participants,  35%  of  whom  were  found  to  have 
medical  problems  requiring  follow-up  treatment. 

The  hot-line  telephone  numbers  for  further 
information  are: 

Boston  Area  (61 7)  424-1 440 

Worcester  Area  (800)  952-7674 

New  Hampshire  (603)  668-5506 
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An  actress  awaits  her  cue. 
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The  leading  lady  and  her  man. 


Pictured  above   are  producer  Jerry  New  by 
and  sophomore    class  president  John  Foley. 


Photographs  by  Bob  Fredrico 
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STROBE  SPORTS 

FSC  Athletics  Future  Uncertain 

Sports  Teams  Could  Be  Cut 


By  Steven  McCulloch 

Right  now,  the  Fitchburg  State  College 
Athletic  Budget  of  $188,000  has  a  deficit  of 
$20,000.  For  next  year's  athletic  budget  the 
.  athletic  department  must  also  acquire  $19,000 
more  to  fight  off  inflation  and  an  additional 
$10,000  to  be  able  to  send  teams  to  post  season 
events.  This  total  of  $49,000  in  additional  funds 
is  needed  by  the  athletic  department  in  order 
to  continue  to  sustain  its  present  level  of  pro- 
grams without  cutting  any  sports  or  services. 

Without  a  substantial  fee  increase  or  a 
massive  fund  raising  drive  in  the  immediate 
future,  many  cuts  will  have  to  be  made  in  the 
Fitchburg  State  Athletic  Program.  This  fact  was 
disclosed  by  Athletic  Director  Betty  Kruczek. 
Just  how  many  sports  and  services  will  have  to 
be  cut?  According  to  Betty  Kruczek,  "Even  if 
you  cut  out  your  two  biggest  sports  (hockey 
and  football),  you  are  still  not  going  to  make 
it." 

First,  all  post  season  play  would  immedi- 
ately be  eliminated.  Many  sports  would  have  to 
be  dropped.  Mrs.  Kruczek  estimates  anywhere 
from  four  to  six  sports  will  have  to  be  dropped, 
depending  on  what  combinations. 


"Tuition  at  Fitchburg  State 
will  be  going  up  $100  in  the  fall". 

According  to  Athletic  Council  Chairman  Bill 
Donohue,  "the  Friends  of  the  Falcons"  Booster 

Club  was  developed  by  the  Athletic  Council 
three  years  ago  in  hopes  of  providing  additional 
revenue  to  support  the  athletic  budget,  money 
to  use  for  post-season  competition,  and  ad- 
ditional funds  that  could  be  used  for  awards, 
banquets,  etc. 

But  the  Booster  Club  has  barely  been  able 
to  support  itself  never  mind  raise  money  for  the 
athletic  budget,  says  Donohue.  Last  year  it 
cost  the  Club  over  $400  in  postage  costs  alone, 
even,  though  it  was  bulk  rate.  The  Booster 
Club  used  last  year's  memberships  to  help 
defray  this  cost  of  mailing  out  membership 
applications. 

A  more  feasible  way  of  getting  funds  for 
the  athletic  department  is  through  an  athletic 
fee  increase,  says  Kruczek.  In  order  for  this  to 
be  realized,  these  procedures  must  be  followed: 
the  Athletic  Council  must  petition  the  Student 
Government  Association  to  put  in  a  referendum 
asking  students  if  they  want  an  increase  and  if 
so,  how  much?  SGA  approved  the  proposed 
referendum,  then  there  must  be  at  least  two 
public  hearings  on  the  matter.  Next,  the  SGA 
can  run  the  referendum,  and  from  the  results 
it  will  make  recommendations  to  President 
Mara.  The  President  will  in  turn  approve  or  dis- 
approve the  proposal.  If  he  approves  it,  the  pro- 
posal will  then  go  to  the  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege Board  of  Trustees  for  their  approval.  It 
should  be  emphasized  that  if  at  any  point 
along  the  way  a  proposed  fee  increase  is  re- 
jected than  that  will  be  the  end  of  the  increase. 


Time  becomes  an  important  factor  in  these 
proceedings  because  the  deadline  for  present- 
ing the  athletic  budget  is  April  1st  (the  college 
financial  books  close  on  June  30th).  This  means 
there  is  less  than  two  months  left  for  all  neces- 
sary steps  to  occur.  The  ball  has  already 
started  rolling,  however,  as  the  Athletic  Council 
has  taken  the  first  step  by  petitioning  the  SGA 
for  a  referendum  concerning  a  fee  increase. 
Right  now,  the  ball  is  in  SGA's  hands. 

The  last  increase  in  the  athletic  fee  was 

three  years  ago  and  it  was  $10  per  student 
per  ye3r.  The  year  before  there  was  an  in- 
crease of  $3  for  the  development  of  the  foot- 
ball program.  FSC  Athletics  therefore,  have 
had  only  a  $1 3  fee  increase  in  four  years. 

•  In  the  past,  when  the  athletic  department 
has  needed  money,  they  would  dip  into  the 


"A  feasible  way  of  getting  funds 
for  the  athletic  department  is 
through  an  athletic  fee  increase. " 


magical  (12.0)  account.  Actually,  says  Kruczek, 
the  (12.0)  account  is  monies  that  have  been 
left  over  from  past  years  athletic  budgets.  In 
fact,  last  year  the  athletic  department  took  out 
$20,000  from  the  (12.0)  account  and  without  it, 
they  would  have  had  to  cut  sports  and  ser- 
vices. This  year  they  may  have  no  choice.  This 
explains  why  the  athletic  budget  has  a  $20,000 
deficit  this  year.  So,  the  athletic  department 
must  put  $20,000  back  into  that  account. 

Also  last  year,  other  funds  from  the  (12.0) 
account  were  used  to  renovate  the  tennis  courts 
at  the  athletic  fields.  This  was  done  as  a  ser- 


"Students  must  ask  themselves; 
should  their  parents,  the  State 
Government,  and  the  Federal 
Government  continue  to  pay  for 
the  high  cost  of  college  athletics?" 

vice  to  the  entire  FSC  community,  according 
to  Kruczek,  not  just  for  the  Men's  &  Women's 
Tennis  Teams. 

Although  the  (1 2.0)  account  is  not  depieted, 
no  more  funds  can  be  drawn  from  it  because 
a  certain  amount  must  be  left  in  it  at  all  times 
in  case  of  emergencies. 

If  no  fee  increase  is  voted  in  and  other 
sources  of  money  can  not  be  found,  it  will  be 
up  to  the  Athletic  Council  to  determine  what 
cuts  will  be  made.  The  Athletic  Council  is 
the  governing  body  that  oversees  the  athletic 
department  budget  among  other  related  ac- 
tivities. The  Council  is  chaired  by  Dr.  William 
Donahue,  and  also  consists  of  three  members 
of  the  faculty  and  three  members  of  the  student 
body. 

As  of  this  writing,  only  one  student  -  a 
member  of  the  Track  Team  -  has  been  ap- 
pointed by  SGA  to  serve  on  the  Council.  It 
has  been  learned  by  this  reporter  that  two 
more  members  will  be  appointed  soon  and  both 
apparently  are  also  Track  Team  members.  That 
would  make  all  three  student  representatives 
to  the  Athletic  Council  also  athletes  on  the 
Track  Team  and  would  add  quite  an  interesting 
twist  to  this  situation,  especially  should  it 
come  down  to  having  to  eliminate  some  sports. 

"Any  where  from  four  to  six 
sports  will  have  to  be  dropped. " 


Recently,  the  Athletic  Council  approvea 
the  cutting  of  Junior  Varsity  Volleyball  from 
next  year's  budget.  Volleyball  was  the  last  of 
the  sports  here  at  FSC  to  carry  a  J.V.  team,  but 
no  longer. 

If  cuts  are  necessary  in  the  athletic  budget, 
what  factors  will  be  involved?  When  asked 
about  win/loss  records  as  a  determining  factor 
in  cutting  sports,  Kruczek  said  records  (w/l) 
would  not  be  a  factor.  But  "certainly  partici- 
pation and  the  overall  benefit  to  the  college 
of  that  sport"  would. 

This  year  has  not  been  an  easy  one  for 
the  athletic  department  either.  "Every  sport 
has  had  to  go  without,"  says  Kruczek.  Hockey, 
for  example,  is  presently  doing  without  meal 
money  in  order  to  buy  hockey  sticks.  The  only 
way  football  equipment  gets  reconditionea  is 
through  gate  and  program  receipts.  And  only 
persons  without  FSC  ID'S  are.  charged  ad- 
mission. 

But  Fitchburg  State  is  not  the  only  college 
facing  money  problems  in  athletics.  Dartmouth 
College,  which  has  the  championship  Men's 
Gymnastic  Team  of  the  United  States,  recently 
dropped  the  team  from  its  athletic  program  e- 
cause  of  lack  of  funds. 
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"The  FSC  Athletics  have  only 
had  a  $13  fee  increase  in  four 
years. " 

When  considering  a  possible  athletic  tee 
increase,  Kruczek  says  students  should  keep 
the  following  facts  in  mind:  Within  the  Mass. 
State  College  System,  Fitchburg  State  College 
is  tied  for  the  second  lowest  athletic  fee  -  $48  - 
yet  and  has  the  greatest  number  of  participants 
on  athletic  teams  -  437.  Fitchburg  State  is 
second  in  the  number  of  sport  teams  with  18, 
one  of  which  is  coed,  yet  Fitchburg  has  the 
most  contests  -  300  -  as  compared  to  West- 
field  State's  285.  Salem  State  has  the  largest 
athletic  budget  -  $223,850.  Fitchburg  State's 
is  only  $188,000. 

Athletic  Council  Chairman  William  Dona- 
hue says  there  are  other  factors  students  must 
consider  prior  to  voting  for  an  athletic  fee 


"Even  if  you  cut  out  your  two 
biggest  sports  (hockey  and  foot- 
ball) you  are  still  not  going  to 
make  it." 

increase.  Tuition  at  Fitchburg  State  will  be 
going  up  $100  in  the  fall.  Federal  Financial 
Aid  will  be  reduced  next  year  between  $200 
to  $400  per  student.  Students  must  ask  them- 
selves, should  their  parents,  the  State  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Federal  Government  continue  to 
pay  for  the  high  cost  of  college  athletics? 

Not  an  easy  question  and  there  are  no 
easy  answers.  Certainly  though,  this  is  a  de- 
cision that  only  the  students  here  at  Fitchburg 
State  can  help  to  make.  It  is  up  to  the  athletes 
themselves  to  get  people  involved.  As  Kruczek 
emphasizes,  the  Athletic  Council  is  going  to 
need  a  lot  of  input  because  the  bottom  line  is 
"there's  nothing  left  to  cut." 


